
 

 
 

Course: Contemporary Lit Semester: Fall Year: 2017-2018 
Teacher: Benjamin Rice 

Email: benjamin.rice@mpls.k12.mn.us 

Office hrs/Availability: in classroom, before and after school by appointment 
 
 
Course Description/Overview: Contemporary Literature is a semester long course that explores literature 
informed by contemporary life and culture. In this course, you will read literature from multiple cultures, 
nations, and viewpoints. You will respond to the literature you read through small group and whole class 
discussion and a variety of course writings. 
 
 
Required Materials: A notebook  

Writing Utensil 
A binder or folder to hold papers 
A reading book (we will pick one up at the end of this week!) 

 
Grading:  
 

Letter Grade  Percentage 
Range 

Definitions 

A  100-93  Exemplary Work – The student is working at the highest level with consistent, high 
quality work. The student participates actively in class, is a leader, and assists others. A-  92-90 

B+  89-87  Proficient/Thorough Work – The student is doing very well, above average work. 
The student consistently participates in class. The student engages positively with 
others in the class. 

B  86-83 
B-  82-80 
C+  79-77  Satisfactory/Acceptable Work – The student is at grade level and does good work. 

The student participates in class. The student works well with others in the class. C  76-73 
C-  72-70 

D+  69-67  Minimal Passing Work – The student is doing minimal work in class or is missing a 
lot of work. The student contributes minimally to class activities. The student engages 
minimally with other students. 

D  66-63 
D-  62-60 
F  59-0  Unacceptable Work – The student is not working to grade level or is not doing the 

work at all. The student does not contribute well to class activities. The student does 
not engage positively with other students. 

Gradebook Category  Weight  Description 
 

Formative Assessments 
 

30% 
Daily/Weekly Writing, Revision, and Engagement  

Shared Inquiry Discussion (SID) 
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Reading Quizzes  
Poetry Tuesdays 

 
Summative Assessments 

 
70% 

Final Projects 
Tests 

Individual Oral Commentary 
 

Grading is split between formative and summative assignment.  Formative assignments are homework, 
quizzes, and classwork, and make up 30% of your grade.  Summative are tests and final projects and make up 
70% of your grade.  So don’t forget to study! 

 

Each week will follow a similar pattern.  This pattern may change throughout the semester, but I will try and 
keep it as consistent as possible 

Manic Monday - Content Day and quizzes 
Ode to a Tuesday - Poetry 
Whacky Wednesday - Reading day and Discussion prep 
Bloody Thursday - Writing and content day 
Friday Fun Day -  Shared inquiry and quizzes 

 

Make- Up Work: If you miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to make up missed work.  Work from the 
previous few days will be placed in the “Absent Work” folder in the back corner.  Find it without disrupting the 
rest of the class. 

 

Missing & Late Work: Deadlines are set with a purpose, and are best for both the teacher and the student.  I 
will be firm with deadlines.  Work turned in after the deadline will receive no less than a 20% penalty.  Work 
turned in more than two weeks after the deadline may not be graded.  Some deadlines are non-negotiable (end 
of quarter, large projects) and will be an immediate 0 if missed. 

 
Extra Credit- Will be offered sparingly or not at all in the course. 
 
Re-takes- Test may be re-taken within one week of the original testing date.  Quizzes cannot be retaken 
 
Grading modifications may be made for students with IEP or 504 plans.  
 
Class norms and expectations- As young adults, it is your responsibility to follow all of the norms and 
routines of our classroom.  Some of these are posted at the front of the room.  Here are some expected norms: 

 
Absences- When you are absent, you will take responsibility for your missed work 
 
Homework- Your homework should be done on time, and turned into the basket by the front of the 
room when prompted. 
 



Supplies-  It’s an English class.  Come with a pen or pencil. 
 
Food and drink-  I understand you’re hungry.  I’m hungry too, and trust me, I eat more than you do. 
But you don’t see me eating during class, so you shouldn’t either.  Finish it the hall before you get here. 
Drinks are fine, but since you are practically adults if you spill it you need to clean it up. 
 
Language-  This is an English class.  I expect you to be creative and expansive in your use of the 
English language.  While cursing may seem fun or cool, it’s the intellectual equivalent of a slasher film- 
entertaining in the moment, but nobody leaves with anything of value, and a lot of people aren’t happy. 
Express yourself in a respectful, creative way. 
 
Respect- Have it.  For yourself and others.  This classroom is a safe space for everyone, and we will 
deal with sensitive subject matters.  I trust you to be mature. 

 
We will cover other norms and expectations as they come up in the classroom 

 
Cell Phones- See Washburn school policy: Bell to bell no cell phones  
 
Technology- This class shares a chromebook cart with Ms. DeJong next door.  To make sure that the 
chromebooks last all year for yourself and all the other students that need them, here are a couple of 
expectations for their use: 

● You will only use your specifically numbered chromebook. 
● No drinks around the chromebooks.  As always, no food anywhere in the class 
● You will return your chromebook to the correct slot and plug it in at the end of the lesson 

 
 
Lastly, Be Creative-  This is a place to explore and create and be yourself.  Do not be afraid to try something 
new and be different.  That will make this class fun for me and you. 

 
 
 

The motto for this class is: 
It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step onto the road, and if you don't keep your feet, 

there's no knowing where you might be swept off to. 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

  



 
Contemporary Lit 
Student and Parent/Guardian Information Sheet 
Return by Tuesday, September 5th 
 
I have read and understood the expectations of the Contemporary Lit syllabus. 
 
____________________________________________________ ____________________ 

Student Signature    Date 
 
____________________________________________________ 

Student E-mail 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
Parent involvement is very important to me. Please read the entire syllabus and discuss the responsibilities of the course with 
your student. I ask that you also include as much information as possible in the sections below: 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Benjamin Rice 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (mobile): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (home): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (work): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred communication language_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please circle the e-mail address or phone number at which it will be most convenient for me to contact you. 
 
 
Please share any of your student’s strengths or talents that you would like me to be aware of (continue on back if necessary). 
 
 
 
 


