
May 24, 2018 
 
 
Greetings Washburn Community, 

                                
It is with much consideration and prayer that I have reached the difficult decision to 
announce my resignation as Principal at Washburn High School effective June 30, 2018.   
 
Many factors have influenced this decision. While I thoroughly enjoy the principalship, 
at this point in my professional career I am looking forward to utilizing my leadership 
skills in another capacity.  As a licensed K-12 principal, district superintendent, and 
former math and business teacher, I am excited about future possibilities. 
 
As your principal for the past four years, it has been my goal to always put students, 
staff and the community first. I am proud of what we have accomplished:  

 Last year, Washburn was the only school in MPS to have double digit gains in the 
reading and math portions of the MCA test 

 We increased our average ACT score from 20 to 22 

 We successfully implemented a common syllabus framework 

 Less than 3% of the staff have elected to participate in Interview & Select over 
the past four years 

 Washburn’s professional development (PD) model is featured in the district PD 
brochure as a model for other schools 

 Attendance has skyrocketed for our fine arts performances and other school 
wide events 

 We completed much needed construction updates; remodeling of locker rooms, 
weight room, counseling office spaces, and new science rooms (Fall, 2018) 

 The average GPA of our student athletes is 3.29 

 We were the first high school to implement a no cell phone practice bell-to-bell 

 We are successfully engaging our Somali and Spanish speaking parents as seen 
through increased participation in school wide events and volunteers 

 
Washburn is in a great place.  We have dedicated students, a great staff, a strong 
administrative team and a supportive community.  While I am excited about new 
possibilities, I will deeply miss all the wonderful people I have been so privileged to 
work with over the past four years.   Thank you to the Washburn Community for your 
unwavering support and encouragement.  It has been a pleasure to serve as your 
Principal.  Go Millers! 
 
Rhonda Dean, Principal 
Washburn High School 
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