
 
 

Course: IB HL English Literature, Year 1  Year: 2017-2018 
Teachers:  Molly Koppel 
Email:  molly.koppel@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Office Hours:  Before school or by appointment 
Phone:  612-668-3400 
 
Course Description: Language A: Language & Literature is a two-year, International Baccalaureate course in which students 
study both literary and non-literary texts in order to actively explore the power of language and culture. In addition to reading 
and analyzing literary texts, students will concurrently examine supplementary texts representing a range of genres and diverse 
backgrounds. Students will participate in the writing process, shared inquiry discussions, media analysis, media production, and 
analyzing the purpose, audience, bias, credibility, and context of a variety of texts. The major IB assessments include literary 
analysis essays, original writing emulating text types, collaborative presentations on topics related to anchor texts, and 
individual oral commentaries on specific literary passages. Students taking IB Language and Literature should be able to work 
independently and collaboratively. They must be willing to take risks and incorporate constructive feedback.  
 
Required Materials: 

● computer access 
● internet access 
● pencils or pens (blue or black) 
● a notebook 
● a folder or binder for keeping class materials 

  
Course Units and Summative Assessments: The IB prescribes a four-part syllabus for the two-year Language and 
Literature course. Each part culminates with an IB assessment that evaluates students’ knowledge and understanding of 
corresponding texts as well as their oral or written communication skills. In the first year of the course, students will complete 
Part 1 and Part 2 of the IB syllabus and produce two IB external assessments and several IB internal assessments. The year is 
divided into four units of study, each focusing on multiple works of fiction and nonfiction texts. Each unit will take 
approximately one semester to complete. No extra credit is offered in this course.  
 

Quarter 1: Language In The Cultural Context - Chicano & Caribbean Writers 

Anchor Text  How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, Julia Alvarez 

Supplemental Texts  ● “How To Tame A Wild Tongue,” Gloria Anzaldua 
● “Names/Nombres,” Julia Alvarez 
● Selected Short Stories from Drown and This Is How You Lose Her, Junot Dia
● “Ovuh Dyuh,” from The Skin From Which We Speak, Joanne Kilgour Dowdy
● Haiti and The Dominican Republic: An Island Divided, PBS Documentary Film

Key Assessments  ● Reading Quizzes 
● Baseline Essay 
● Shared Inquiry Discussion 
● Mechanics  
● IB Written Tasks 
● IB Internal Assessment: Further Oral Activity  
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Quarter 2: Language In The Cultural Context - African American Writing  

Anchor Text  Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston 

Supplemental Texts  ● “Transformation of Silence, Audre Lorde 
● “In Search Of Our Mother’s Gardens,” Alice Walker 
● “Between Laughter And Tears,” Richard Wright 
● Zadie Smith’s lecture, “Speaking in Tongues”  
● “Ebonics: A Case History,”from The Skin From Which We Speak, Ernie Smith
● “No Kind of Sense,” from The Skin From Which We Speak, Lisa Delpit 
● The Beasts of The Southern Wild 
● The New Jim Crow: Systems of Mass Incarceration, Michelle Alexander  
● Selections from Roxanne Gay’s Bad Feminist 
● Selections from The Help 
● Jackson Katz - Violence Against Women: It’s a Men’s Issue 

Key Assessments  ● Reading Quizzes  
● Shared Inquiry Discussion 
● Timed Writing Prompts 
● Mechanics  
● IB Internal Assessment: Further Oral Activity  
● IB Written Tasks 

 

Quarter 4: Language & Mass Communication  

Anchor Text  Zeitoun, Dave Eggers 

Supplemental Texts  Selected non-fiction texts 
The Impossible, Juan Antonio Bayona 

Key Assessments  ● Reading Quizzes 
● Shared Inquiry Discussions 
● Mechanics  
● Timed Writing Prompts 
● IB Written Tasks 
● IB Internal Assessment: Further Oral Activity  

 

Quarter 3: Language and Mass Communication - New Media 

Anchor Text  ● New Media Case Studies (podcasts, documentary films, blogs/vlogs, 
advertisements, social media) 

● Student selected literary texts 

Supplemental Texts  ● Selected theory on new media & mass communication. 
● Selected texts across genre based on current events 

Key Assessments  ● Social Justice Project  
● Mechanics  

Washburn High School 2017-2018 



● Shared Inquiry Discussions 
● Written Tasks  
● IB Internal Assessment: Further Oral Activity  

 
Further Description of IB Assessments: 
Written Task 2  
An 800-1,000 critical response essay to to a prescribed question in relation to a part of the IB course (in this case, it will relate 
to Part I: Language In The Cultural Context).  Task 2 must include a “prescribed outline” (a designated IB form submitted 
with task for external assessment) and a works cited page that cites your focus text and any other texts you used to support 
your analysis. 
 
Further Oral Activities   
Two 15-20 minute presentations on a topic related to concepts and texts discussed in quarters 2 and 4. The purpose of these 
presentations is to creatively demonstrate the student’s understanding of a concept and text discussed this semester.

 
FOA Reflective Statements 
After completing each Further Oral Activity, students will complete a 200-300 word written reflective statement in which they 
reflect on their participation in each Further Oral Activity.  
 
Practice Paper 2  
This essay requires knowledge and understanding of the way meaning is conveyed through from, style, content, and context. 
The Practice Paper 2 is preparation for the Paper 2 exam at the end of year 2, but will be assessed and graded as a summative 
assessment for year 1. 
 
Written Task 1  
An 800-1,000 word text demonstrating your ability to choose an imaginative way of exploring an aspect of the material studied 
during quarter 3 of the course. This task requires you to choose and emulate a text type through which you demonstrate your 
understanding of the text, topic, and manner in which meaning is constructed by language. A rationale must precede task 1. 
 
Practice Paper 1  
This paper is a comparative analysis essay on a pair of texts, at least one of which is not literary.  The textual analysis requires 
knowledge and understanding of the formal elements and content of a previously unseen texts, and the significance of context, 
audience, and purpose.   The Practice Paper 1 is preparation for the Paper 1 exam at the end of year 2, but will be assessed and 
graded as a summative assessment for year 1. 
 
IB Lang and Lit Grading 
Grade Scale  Percentage 

Range 
Definitions 

A  100-93  Exemplary Work – The student is working at the highest level with consistent, high 
quality work. The student participates actively in class. The student is a leader and 
assists others in the class. 

A-  92-90 

B+  89-87  Proficient/Thorough Work – The student is doing very good, above average work. 
The student consistently participates in class. The student engages positively with others 
in the class. 

B  86-83 
B-  82-80 
C+  79-77  Satisfactory/Acceptable Work – The student is work at grade level and does good 

work. The student participates in class. The student works well with others in the class. C  76-73 
C-  72-70 

D+  69-67  Minimal Passing Work – The student is doing minimal work in class or is missing a 
lot of work. The student contributes minimally to class activities. The student engages D  66-63 
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D-  62-60  minimally with other students. 
F  59-50  Unacceptable Work – The student is not working to grade level or is not doing the 

work at all. The student does not contribute well to class activities. The student does 
not engage positively with other students. 

Grade Criteria 
Gradebook Category  Weight  Description 

 
Formative Assessments 

 
30% 

Daily/Weekly Writing, Revision, and Engagement  
Reading Quizzes  

 
Summative Assessments 

 
70% 

Further Oral Activities (FOA)  
Mechanics  

Shared Inquiry Discussion (SID) 
Written Tasks  

IB Paper 1 and Paper 2 (internal practice)  
 

General Grading Procedures 

● Missing work will be marked as “Missing” (M) in the gradebook until the assignment is completed and submitted. 
● Assignments submitted late will be marked with a /L in gradebook. 
● Assignments not completed and submitted within this first time frame (1 week) will change from M to “0” in the 

gradebook.  After one week deadline has passed, these assignments cannot be made up unless student has 
communicated with teacher.  

● Assigned work with an excused absence may be submitted 1 day late without penalty. 
● Assignments submitted late will receive feedback at teacher discretion. 
● Incomplete summative assessments will be entered into the gradebook as “0” until completed and submitted.  
● There will be revision opportunities for select assignments if student submitted original assignment on time.   
● Plagiarism is not tolerated. If any portion of your work is plagiarized, you will receive a zero on the assignment. 

You will not be given an opportunity to redo the assignment. 
● Grading modifications may be made for students with IEPs or 504 plans. 
● Grades will be updated at least every two weeks. 

 

Grade Make-Up: See General Grading Procedures.  

 
Missing and Late Work: See General Grading Procedures. 
 
Attendance and Absences: You are expected to be in class on time every day. If you are late or absent, you will miss class 
activities and essential information that will affect your grades. It is your responsibility to find out what you missed in class. 
You can find daily powerpoints, handouts, and assignments on the class website.  Please do not ask me during class time about 
what you missed.  You must view the website first, and then you can email me or see me after/before school with any follow 
up questions.  I am not going to look for you.   
 
Hall Passes: Students are expected to use the planner as a hall pass.  
 
Phones & Electronics: See school policy in planner. 
 
Tardies: See school tardy policy in planner. 
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IB HL English Language and Literature, Year 1 
Student and Parent Information Sheet 
Return by Friday, Sept. 1 
 
I have read and understood the expectations of the IB HL English Literature, Year 1 syllabus. 
 
_________________________________________________________ ____________________ 

Student Signature    Date 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

Student E-mail 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
Parent involvement is very important to me. Please read the entire syllabus and discuss the responsibilities of the course with 
your student. I ask that you also include as much information as possible in the sections below: 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Molly Koppel 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________________Date: _____________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (mobile): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (home): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (work): ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please circle the e-mail address or phone number at which it will be most convenient for me to contact you. 
 
 
Please share any of your student’s strengths or talents that you would like me to be aware of (continue on back if necessary). 
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