
Washburn High School 2017-2018 

 
         Syllabus 
 

Course: Spanish III               Year: 2017-2018 

Teacher: Kathryn Kerekes Teacher: Jill Leary 

Phone: 612-692-0325 Phone: 612-692-1837 

Email: kathryn.kerekes@mpls.k12.mn.us Email: jill.leary@mpls.k12.mn.us 

Office hrs/Availability: 3:00-3:30 (Please try to make 

an appointment beforehand as we have meetings 

throughout the week. Thank you for your 

understanding.) 

Office hrs/Availability: 3:00-3:30 (Please try to make 

an appointment beforehand as we have meetings 

throughout the week. Thank you for your 

understanding.) 

 
Course Description/Overview: Students continue to develop proficiency in Spanish language and deepen their 

understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures as they:   

 Converse, read and write about real world topics while expanding knowledge of Spanish vocabulary and 

structures.  

 Use knowledge of the language to make connections with other subjects (geography/politics, fine arts, 

and math/science).   

 Examine Spanish-speaking cultures and their social practices (music, food, popular media) and 

perspectives.  

 Expand language-learning strategies to maintain a life-long interest in world languages and multiple 

cultures at home and around the world. 

 

Spanish III is a mid-level course at Washburn that focuses on transitioning students from the basic lower levels 

of language learning to the more rigorous upper levels of the program.  Students in this course will be directly 

preparing to enter into the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) Spanish courses.  The 

coursework in Spanish III goes beyond learning vocabulary and grammar and prepares students to become 

global citizens who are able to reason, debate, and analyze information in Spanish. The curriculum centers 

around thematic units and big ideas, with a focus on reading culturally-relevant and level-appropriate literature.   
 

Washburn’s course goals are also aligned with the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 

Minnesota and Minneapolis standards, as well as IB objectives (standards can be located at 

http://worldlanguages.mpls.k12.mn.us/).  

 

Transition into IB Standard Level Spanish  

The level 3 curriculum is designed to prepare students to enter into IB SL Spanish Year 1. However, not all 

students are ready for this course at the end of level 3. Additionally, some students choose to continue their 

foreign language study, but not at the DP level. Therefore, all students will be assessed in the middle of level 3 

to determine whether they will be recommended for Spanish 4 or IB SL Spanish Year 1. Students recommended 

for Spanish 4 (scenario A) will have an extra year to prepare before entering into the more rigorous class. 

Students recommended for IB SL Spanish Year 1 (scenario B) will enter into the SL program right after level 3. 

More information about this transition will be provided later in the year. 

 

 

mailto:kathryn.kerekes@mpls.k12.mn.us
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The following are possible scenarios for the rest of your child’s language experience at Washburn High School: 

2017-2018 
Freshman in level 

3 

Sophomore in level 

3 

Junior in level 

3 

Senior in level 

3 

Any student in level 

4 

Scenario A B A B A B Will graduate Progression 

2018-2019 4 SL Yr 1 4 SL Yr 1 4 SL Yr 1 X 
SL Yr 1 

2019-2020 SL Yr 1 HL Yr 1 SL Yr 1 SLYr 2 X X X 
HL Yr 1 

2020-2021 SL Yr 2 HL Yr 2 X X X X X 
HL Yr 2 

 

Course Details 

Because of the nature and level of this course, students are expected to use Spanish in the classroom for at least 

90%-100% of the time. This requirement is also in line with the US National Standards for Foreign Languages.  

A student who wishes to speak in English must first ask permission. A conference may be held with the student 

and parents if he/she is consistently unable to meet these expectations.  

 

Required Materials: Bring these items every day.  

 3-ring binder or folder for class materials 

 Loose leaf paper or notebook 

 Composition notebook that will be used as a diary (can buy one from Profe if needed) 

 Literature (provided by WHS): 

 ¡Viva el toro!  

 La Calaca Alegre  

 La Hija del Sastre  

 Vida y muerte en La Mara Salvatrucha  

Policies 

 Attendance:  Learning Spanish happens best when you are engaged in Spanish. Each class is designed 

so that you will listen, speak, read and write in Spanish. To ensure you are engaged, you are required to 

arrive to class on time.  

 Bathroom/Hallway Policy: Students are expected to check phones, use the bathroom, get a drink, refill 

water bottles, and visit lockers during the 7-minute passing time. However, each student will be allowed 

three bathroom/hallway passes per quarter. Students will be required to use their planner to leave the 

room. Students will be not allowed to leave during the first or last ten minutes of class time and may 

only leave during work time.  

 Missing & Late Work: For some students, this course will move at a fast pace. Due to this, it is 

important to keep up with the work in a timely manner. Any late assignments will receive a grade 

reduction of one letter grade and no credit will be received 3 days after the due date. Extenuating 

circumstances will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  

 Excused Absences/Makeup Work: Just like attendance, another way to be engaged in Spanish is to do 

the work. If you are absent, it is your job to make up the work you missed. Use other students in the 

class as a resource. Talk to Profe before or after school (NOT right before or during class). A student 

with an excused absence on the day a task is assigned will have 3 days to complete any missed work in 

order to receive full credit. Make-up quizzes and assessments will generally not be administered during 

class.  

 Participation:  Same as attendance and absences/makeup work, actually listening, speaking, reading 

and writing Spanish is the only way you will learn Spanish. Participation is key. The expectation is that 

you speak and engage in Spanish the whole class with classmates and with Profe. In order to be 

successful in this class, it will be necessary to practice your Spanish outside of the classroom. There will 
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be many opportunities, including Concordia Language Villages, travel abroad, DuoLingo, etc. The more 

you engage in Spanish, the more you learn Spanish!   

 Re-Dos and Retakes: Re-Dos and retakes are not available for formative and summative assessments. 

 Extra credit: This class is graded mostly on raw ability in Spanish. Therefore, no extra credit will be 

given.  

School-wide Washburn Policies (see Student Handbook) 

 Electronics: There are no electronics (cell phones, iPads, etc.) allowed during class. According to the 

Washburn Student Handbook, on the first two offenses the device will be confiscated and turned over to 

the student’s dean. It can be retrieved from the dean at the end of the day. On the third offense, the 

device will be confiscated and turned over to the dean, and the child’s parent or guardian will have to 

retrieve the device.  

 Plagiarism: The World Language department will not tolerate plagiarism in any form. For a general 

definition of plagiarism please see the Washburn Student Handbook. Also note that the use of any online 

or electronic translation device to complete an assignment is plagiarism. This is not your work. If the 

teacher suspects plagiarism, you will be asked to justify your work. If you cannot justify your work 

within the parameters of the World Language Department’s expectations, you will be asked to complete 

an alternative assignment. 

Course Units and Summative Assessments: 

Quarter 1: 

Cultural Exploration (Life 

in Spain) 

Quarter 2: 

Art & Identity (Growing 

Up Chicano) 

Quarter 3:  

Dictatorship (Franco’s 

Regime) 

Quarter 4: 

Freedom (Escaping Gang 

Life and Poverty) 

Functions: 

Identify cultural facts and 

practices in Spain 

Debate cultural similarities 

and differences between 

the United States and 

Spain 

Refine writing skills by 

defending an argument in 

paragraph form 

Read and analyze a novel 

about bullfighting in Spain 

Functions:  

Analyze the role of art in 

society and how it is used 

as a form of expression 

Present a piece of art and 

how it represents your 

identity 

Discuss and identify the 

symptoms and effects of 

post-traumatic stress 

disorder  

Read and analyze a novel 

about a mystery 

Functions:  

Write an alternate ending 

to a text 

Compare and contrast 

different forms of 

government 

Write a formal letter 

utilizing a variety of tenses 

Read and analyze a novel 

about the Civil War in 

Spain 

Functions: 

Read and create blogs 

regarding Latino youth  

Explore the effects of 

poverty in Latino 

neighborhoods 

Complete a practice IB 

oral exam 

Read and analyze a novel 

about gangs in Los 

Angeles 

Texts read:  

“¡Viva el toro!” by Lisa 

Ray Turner & Blaine Ray 

Texts read: 

“La Calaca Alegre” by 

Carrie Toth 

 

Texts read:  

“La Hija del Sastre” by 

Carrie Toth & Carol Gaab 

Texts read: 

“Vida y muerte en La 

Mara Salvatrucha” by 

Anonymous 

Summative Assessments: 

Interpersonal or   

    Presentational Speaking 

Presentational Writing 

Interpretive Writing 

Interpretive Listening 

Summative Assessments: 

Interpersonal or   

    Presentational Speaking 

Presentational Writing 

Interpretive Writing 

Interpretive Listening  

Summative Assessments: 

Interpersonal or   

    Presentational Speaking 

Presentational Writing 

Interpretive Writing 

Interpretive Listening  

Summative Assessments: 

Interpersonal or   

    Presentational Speaking 

Presentational Writing 

Interpretive Writing 

Interpretive Listening  
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Grading: The primary purpose of grading is to communicate the academic achievement status of students to 

students, their families, employers, and post-secondary institutions. A grade should accurately reflect what 

students know and are able to do in a course.  

 

Grading Scale and Grade Make-Up: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are required to complete EVERY summative assessment given. If the student does not complete an 

assessment, they will receive an F on their transcripts. If the student does not complete the work in 30 days, the 

quarter grade will remain an F. In short, the student will fail the entire quarter if he/she doesn’t complete every 

summative assessment. 

 

Grading modifications may be made for students with IEP or 504 plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A   93-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 F   50-59 

A-  90-92 B   83-86 C   73-76  D   63-66 

 B-  80-82 C-  70-72 D-  60-62 

Summative: 80% Tests, writing, and speaking assessments 

Formative/Participation: 20% Exit slips, quizzes, class work, participation 
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W.H.S. Student Information/Syllabus Compliance Form—Spanish III 

Parents/Guardians: 

Please sign below to verify that you have read and understood the policies of Spanish III.  Students, please 

return the syllabus to me by September 1. 

 

___________________________________________  _________________ 

(Parent/Guardian Signature)                (Date) 

 

What is the best way to reach you? Please provide an email address and/or phone number 
 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

 

Additional: 

I give permission for my child to be photographed in class: 

________ yes  _________ no 

I give permission for my child to watch a rated R movie (usually doesn’t happen, but just in case) that is linked 

to the curriculum we are studying: 

________ yes  _________ no 

I give permission for my child to go on a “walking field trip” in which we walk to somewhere in the community 

for a cultural experience: 

________ yes  _________ no 

 

I am interested in the following opportunities for my child: 
______ Concordia Language Villages Weekend November 9-12 (language camp) 

______ Travel abroad: Costa Rica Spring break 2018  

______ Hosting a foreign exchange student during the school year or summer 

Information will be sent home later in the year for each of these opportunities. 

 

 

 

Students: 

Please sign to indicate that you have read and accept what has been outlined in the syllabus. 

 

_____________________________________________   _________________ 

(Student Signature)        (Date) 

 

_____________________________________________    

(Student Printed Name) 

 

I agree to use any technology (laptops, iPads, etc) provided by Washburn in this class in an appropriate manner.  

 

_____________________________________________   _________________ 

(Student Signature)        (Date) 
 


