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If you’re interested in joining the
Washburn Grist, please email
kirsten.rome@mpls.k12.mn.us for
more information!
We meet Tuesdays at 3:15. It’s a
great way to get involved in your
school community and to have a
creative outlet!
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(Temporary) TikTok Scandals

Death to 2020 - Film Review

Presten Berg

Patrick Ryan

Tik Tok has been popular for so much time because it seems like
some new drama surfaces every ten seconds. So let's start off with
Bryce Hall; the couple that keeps getting back together is Bryce
Hall and Addison Rae. They seemed to have spent the holidays
together and have posted on their stories featuring each other.
Some fans are speculating how long they will stay together this
time. Another TikTok couple that have been suspected of “dating”
again is Josh Richards and Nessa Barrett. They have denied this,
and call each other besties, but they got matching rings. Josh
himself released a new song not too long ago called LEMON
DREAMS. This song is just about as autotuned as you can make
something. I personally tried listening to it and couldn't understand
a word that was being said. I'd go as far to say that Dixie´s Be
Happy is better than this. Josh’s “rival”, Lil Huddy has also come
out with a new song called 21st Century Vampire, and it is
honestly not bad.

I think everyone can agree that 2020 was an
unfavorable year, and one of the best ways to deal
with unfavorable parts of life is to make fun of
them. Netflix’s Death to 2020 is exactly that. The
one hour and ten minute British mockumentary
comes from Black Mirror creator Charlie Brooker.
The film is a look back on the events of a
traumatic year for many through a satirical lens.

In other news many TikTok influencers have been receiving hate
for not following Covid guidelines but some still tell others to stay
safe and home. There are a concerning amount of TikTokers who
have been seeing many different people and aren't wearing masks
or staying safe when they are with them. One new rising TikToker
is Jake Kuhlman, or gas station guy. He has filmed countless
TikToks with popular influencers and has hung out with people
from the NACH, Hype and Sway houses. But Charli, Noah, Dixie
and Chase are all receiving more hate for taking an “essential” trip
to the Bahamas. Noah and the D'amelio's dad, Marc, have both
spoken out about this but their reasoning does not justify the
actions that took place. Wrapping up, Covid continues to be a big
issue but TikTok and the drama that ensues will always keep
things interesting.

Brooker’s work documents many of the events
and tragedies of 2020 such as the Australian
bushfires, the racial justice movements, the
election, and of course the spread of COVID-19.
In order to address all of these subjects, the
filmmakers created original characters to represent
many types of people. Showing up as talking
heads, they range from average citizens to
multi-billionaires, and lead to many of the
mockumentary’s best moments.
Portrayed by many notable actors, such as
Samuel L. Jackson, Kumail Nanjiani, Lisa
Kudrow, and Leslie Jones, it is undeniable that
there is a lot of talent behind Death to 2020. All of
the actors deliver inspired and comedic
performances, however I can’t say that the movie
is perfect. A fair amount of the jokes come off as
lazy and unoriginal.
But in conclusion, Death to 2020 is able to
amusingly mock last year’s events, while also
being able to touch on the serious issues with
grace and respect. The film closes off a harrowing
year in a creative and timely way, and I can only
hope that Brooker plans on continuing his streak
of success at the end of 2021.

Women will only have true
equality when men share with them
the responsibility of bringing up
the next generation.
Susan A - 2019

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1933-2020)
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Historical Slander and Praise

Pet Pics? Submit yours for the next issue!

Maya Gels
First up on the historical chopping block is John Hancock. His
name became a synonym for the signature, as his own was most
memorable and over the top when putting pen to the Declaration
of Independence, 1776. Hancock was born 1737 with a silver
spoon in his mouth. With lands and riches he inherited from his
uncle, Hancock was one of the richest men in the Thirteen
Colonies at the time. Some might describe him as an 18th century
Jeff Bezos, but I would argue that John Hancock was a more
giving man than Jeff Bezos will ever be.
John Hancock spent the wealth he was given on a cause he
truly believed in, the American Revolution. One of his greatest
allies throughout this time was Samuel Adams (yes the one on
the beer), cousin of John Adams. Through Hancock’s happy story
one can see the flaws and kinks in the armor. Starting with the
death of his uncle, Thomas Hancock who died at a fairly young
age due to “failing health.”
Thomas Hancock and his wife had no children of their own and
instead took in John Hancock when he was a young boy. When
John Hancock grew up and became a man, his uncle mysteriously
passed away. John Hancock inherited all of his uncle's wealth and
his aunt became his wingwoman. No one seemed to question
Hancock and his journey to his wealth. You, the reader can come
to your own assumptions about the mysterious historical figure. I
myself have become weary of his sketchy and mischievous
motives. Not to mention his 1.8 billion dollar scandal. But that’s
a story for another day…

Alanna G - 2020

The Closing of McDonald’s in Dinkytown
Eleanor Vap
On December 15th, 2020, Dinkytown flew to
twitter in a rage after learning of the closing of the
iconic Dinkytown McDonalds, on 15th Ave. Even
though it has not been a secret that the McDonalds
would be closing (two years ago the location was
bought to be turned into an apartment complex), the
sudden closing of doors of this staple of
Minnesotan culture was shocking to most
University of Minnesota students and alumni.
People tweeted over the collapse of their favorite
chain, describing how the Dinkytown McDonalds
gave them comfort after hard nights of partying,
and how no matter the time of day you could meet
your new best friend in the mash pit of social
circles that was the McDonalds in Dinkytown. To
most whose lives were affected by the Dinkytown
McDonalds, this establishment will be gone but not
forgotten.

The struggles along the way are only
meant to shape you for your purpose.
Maya G - 2020

Julia M - 2020

Chadwick Boseman (1976-2020)
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What 2020 Taught Us About Racial Injustice in America
Olivia Bergin
By May of 2020, the U.S. as a whole was under the impression
that COVID-19 would be the only newsworthy moment of the
year. That would all change on May 25, 2020, when George
Floyd was killed mere blocks from our school. After being
arrested for making a purchase with a counterfeit 20 dollar bill,
Floyd was pinned down by three officers. 8 minutes later, he
would die.
A video of the incident went viral, and soon enough people
throughout Minneapolis, and the world, would know what
happened to George Floyd. The leaders of the Black Lives Matter
movement in Minneapolis did not waste time, and later that day
there was a protest on the corner of 38th and Chicago, near Cup
Foods, the store that Floyd was arrested in, and a store that I had
personally driven by countless times. People were angry that none
of the cops had been arrested, and made that anger known.
Later that night, riots started, which would further grab the
attention of the world, start an uprising, and forever tether
Minneapolis with a brutal act of racial injustice. Although
considered a progressive city, it was almost as if the true colors of
Minneapolis, and the nation as a whole, were on display. If not
convinced already, people began to realize just how racist the
U.S. and its police system are. This would lead to the resurgence
of the Black Lives Matter movement, which due to its size could
almost be compared to the original Civil Rights movement.
White allies and black people alike fought to get their voices
heard, and even with the arrest of Derek Chauvin on June 3rd,
they refused to be silenced. Attention started to be brought to the
issue of the sheer amount of innocent black people that are killed
each year. Two people killed in 2020 alone include Rayshard
Brooks and Breonna Taylor, who was killed earlier in the spring.
Petitions were started to get the cops that killed Breonna arrested,
and more and more people were beginning to remove their
blindfold and see the U.S. for what it truly is, a place filled with
racism, racist systems, and racist people.
For Minneapolis, the events of last summer were the wake up
call that we needed, and we have to continue to no longer turn a
blind eye to the injustices faced by POC, especially in our
community.

Julia M - 2020
The Inauguration (Sort Of)
Julia Moore
Now this piece was originally going to be about the
inauguration but considering the events that
transpired a few weeks ago, I thought it would be
much more effective to discuss one of the most
blatant violations of democracy in the US that I
have witnessed in my lifetime. Around 2PM on
Wednesday, January 6th, the capital was stormed
by hoards of Trump supporters once again
claiming fallacy of the election.
There was very little done by the police or
security to stop this from happening as they were
able to break in to a point where all employees had
to be evacuated. Not only is this a federal crime but
the fact many are trying to justify comparing the
acts of domestic terrorism that occurred to the
Black Lives Matter protests that occurred over the
summer, is deeply distrubing while also
showcasing the racism that America was built on.
To make matters worse, our president continued
to enforce the notion that the election was rigged
while telling the white supremacists, “We love
you. You’re very special.”
Although the capitol storming was a clear
demonstration of hate and fear that was felt
throughout the country, there seemed to be
somewhat of a breath of fresh air on Wednesday,
January 20th when Joe Biden was inaugurated into
office as the 46th president. The stark difference
between these two days is astonishing considering
they occurred only two weeks apart.
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Get Involved in your Community!
Lola Yost

The Wilds Review (Spoiler Free)
Abigail Hatting

The pandemic has created a lot of hardships for many people.
Now more than ever there is a massive need for us to come
together and help those who are struggling the most. The
unemployment rates are skyrocketing leaving many people reliant
on food shelves and others’ generosity.
There are many ways you can make changes in your
community if you have enough passion and dedication to a cause.
You can collect money and donate to local homeless shelters, or
you can simply check in on an elderly neighbor and offer to run
errands for them.

With 2020 having come to an end, there isn’t much
to look back on in a positive light. However, one
thing that wasn't terrible were all the television
shows that were released, helping keep people
entertained during the long months of quarantine. If
you feel like you’ve plowed through everything out
there, there’s a new show that is definitely worth
the watch.

The Wilds i s an Amazon Prime original series
that was released on December 11th, 2020. A take
on the stranded island trope, the show follows nine
Personally, I run a non-profit called Cozy Coats to help local
teenage girls from different parts of the United
homeless shelters. This year, I set up a venmo and collected
States as they go on what they think is a women’s
money from family and friends. After making some digital
retreat to Hawaii. Their plane ends up crashing and
posters on social media and spreading word I was able to collect a
they find themselves alone (missing the crew of the
thousand dollars! I hope this inspires you to help others who have
plane) on an island.
been impacted by the pandemic because it is not as hard as you
might think.
Each of the girls get an episode surrounding their
lives pre-island through flashbacks, and as a result
their layers are peeled off and the viewers can see
what complex and dimensional characters they are.
While this might seem like a plot that has been
done many times before, there is much more to it
that I can’t get into without giving spoilers.

Abigail H - 2021

Winston B - 2020

The Wilds is a thrilling and fascinating watch,
with many twists and turns leading up to the finale.
It can easily be binged in one sitting due to many
cliffhangers mixed with the phenomenal acting.
Fortunately, the series has already been renewed
for a second season. If you’re looking for
something to watch, chances are The Wilds could
be your new favorite show. Check it out!

Being happy with how we look is
just something that a lot of us
struggle with, and we can name
what we hate much more easily
than we can name what we love.
Naya Rivera (1987-2020)
Olivia B - 2020
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Small Businesses During the Pandemic

The Death of Movie Theaters

Olivia Bergin

Abigail Hatting

COVID-19 has changed the way we shop, whether that be having
to wear a mask and remain distanced from others or having to
limit the amount of people in a store at a time. These changes
have been difficult for many businesses, especially after the
lockdown in the Spring forced them to close for a time.

This little thing called Covid-19 has closed most
movie theaters in the US, but did it just accelerate
the inevitable death of movie theaters? As the
world becomes more technologically advanced,
activities we grew up with will evolve with the
times.

During this time, it is especially important to support small
businesses, such as 14 Hill. There are many in the Washburn area
that offer a variety of goods and services that definitely could use
the support of Washburn students!
Small Businesses in the Washburn Area:
●
●
●
●
●
●

14 Hill (4737 Chicago Ave)
Show and Tell (5257 Chicago Ave)
The Foundry Home Goods (322 W. 48th St.)
carousel + folk (4205 31st Ave S.)
MILLE (4760 Grand Ave S.)
Forage Modern Workshop (4023 E. Lake St.)

If you think Covid is the only reason for the
decline of movie theaters, think again. John Horn
covers the entertainment industry for KPCC radio
in LA and had this to say in an NPR Podcast.
“I would say that the pandemic has accelerated
what was inevitable. If you look at admissions to
movie theaters, it has been flat to declining over the
past decade. On top of that, the pandemic exposed,
I think, a fundamental weakness in the theatrical
model, and that is that they haven't changed their
business in a century. And the world has changed
that if you want to watch a movie right now, you
can dial it up on Netflix and watch it right now.
You don't have to wait to go to the multiplex and
wait in line and buy a $10 popcorn.”
The truth of the matter is that movie theaters,
even the largest companies, are barely staying alive.
Another point is less and less movies are going to
the theaters in the first place. In fact, Warner
Brothers announced that all of its movies next year
will stream on HBO Max on the same day that they
get to theaters, which have started to open back up
in some parts of the country.

Josie S - 2020

Ellie B - 2020

Many people’s mindsets are: Why risk getting
Covid when you can watch a brand new release
from the comfort of your house? The sad reality is
that movie theaters will never go back to what they
were pre-Covid, but one can only hope that they
won’t disappear entirely.

The most important thing is to try and
inspire people so that they can be
great in whatever they want to do.
Chloe B - 2021

Kobe Bryant (1978-2020)
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The Random Facts Column

THE GRIST PLAYLIST

Susan Alexander, Eleanor Vap, Nahlah Mkaouri

Complied by the Grist Staff
Theme: New Beginnings

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Left handed people tend to die almost 10 years before
right handed people do!
There is no correlation between which hand is your
dominant hand and your creativity levels, or how
artistic you are.
Chip bags are filled with nitrogen, not oxygen, so that
they don’t get stale.
In 30 years, the amount of plastic in the ocean will
outweigh the amount of fish!
Pickles are a staple of movie theaters in Texas.
One quarter of all of your bones are in your feet.
Some cats are allergic to humans.
A chef’s hat usually has 100 pleats, or folds.
Bats are the only mammals that can actually fly.
Nicki Minaj is the queen of rap.

Colleges Going Test Optional
Lola Yost
Are you tirelessly cramming for the SAT or ACT? Stop it!
Colleges are starting to go test optional, meaning more and more
are not requiring you to submit a standardized test score to apply.
Colleges across the nation have started to move away from test
scores and instead look at each applicant “holistically”. Colleges
want well rounded students, they are starting to recognize that
students are more than just their test scores.

Every issue, the Grist staff compiles 10 songs as
part of “The Grist Playlist”, complete with a theme
in which the songs fit into. With 2021 still in the
first couple months, this issue’s theme is “New
Beginnings.”
These songs could be about finding yourself,
starting fresh, or achieving your goals. Just
remember that music is subjective and up for
interpretation by each listener. We sincerely hope
you enjoy the playlist we’ve compiled.
1. Laugh Now Cry Later by Drake & Lil
Durk (Hip Hop/Rap)
2. New by Yves (K-pop)
3. Feeling Good by Nina Simone (Jazz)
4. South by Hippocampus (Alternative)
5. Reborn by Kids See Ghosts (Hip Hop/Rap)
6. Gone Gone / Thank You by Tyler, the
Creator (Hip Hop/Rap)
7. New Year’s Day by Taylor Swift (Pop)
8. Dead to Me by Kali Uchis (R&B/Soul)
9. Brand New by Ben Rector
(Singer/Songwriter)
10. Death of the Cell Phone by Whatever, Dad
(Indie Rock)

Right now, there are over 1,000 test optional colleges including
University of Chicago, Wake Forest University, Bowdoin
College, Bucknell University and Pitzer College. In addition to
these changes, in 2020 half of four year colleges went test
optional due to lack of testing availability as a result of the
pandemic. Keep an eye out for new changes to the college
application process!

The secret of happiness, of course, is not getting
what you want; it’s wanting what you get.
Alex Trebek (1940-2020)

Lola Y - 2020
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News of the Week

Pandemic Routine

Anonymous

Maya Gels

