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Washburn Returns to In-Person Learning for the First Time Since March 2020
Maya Gels

Over one year later, the world, and especially the United States are still reeling from the
Covid-19 virus and all of the sudden changes it has brought about. All of Washburn High
School and the Minneapolis Public School District had been unable to host classes in person
since March 2020 due to the danger of Covid-19. Many were under the assumption that
students would not be able to return to in person learning until the following fall of the
2021-2022 school year. However, after Governor Tim Walz’s announcement back in February
that any and all Minnesota schools are free to return to the classroom, the district got straight to
work to figure out a plan. A survey was sent out to all
families to indicate whether their student(s) would be
returning to in person learning or continuing virtually;
no pressure either way. While Minneapolis elementary
schools have been back in school since early February,
middle schools and high schools went back beginning
after spring break on April 12 to start out the 4th
quarter. While each school has developed a distinct
plan to best serve their students and staff, Washburn’s
is laid out here.

For Q4, Washburn will be operating on a hybrid
schedule with A and B days and Orange and Blue
days. While the plan may seem daunting and
complicated at first, it’s really not too bad. Students
with last names starting in the letters A-L attend school in person and Mondays and Tuesdays
only, while the M-Z pod goes into school on Thursdays and Fridays. On Wednesdays, no
students will be coming into the building at all, but they will have to attend each and every
class virtually for a 25 minute time slot in the morning. The classes end at noon, and the
afternoon is free for students to work asynchronously on their schoolwork.

Of course, all necessary Covid precautions are being taken to ensure the safety of Washburn
students and staff. Teachers and administration members have been vaccinated, and now
students 12 and over are able to get their shots. Masks must be worn at all times with the
exception of eating lunch. All students are allowed and encouraged to eat outside and booths in
the cafeteria have been limited to one person. Signs have been placed all around the school to
ensure social distancing measures are followed, and everyone will be doing their part to try and
remain as safe and healthy as possible. For more information, please visit the Washburn
website, or this link:
https://washburn.mpls.k12.mn.us/return_to_in-person_learning_-_updates.html Go Millers!
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We Are The Students, the Mighty Mighty Students:
Washburn Participates in State Wide School Walkout
Abigail Hatting

As a response to the police shooting of 20 year old Daunte Wright in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, students organized a
state-wide walkout against police brutality and racial injustice on Monday, April 19, 2021. In just one week, the MN
Teen Activists (@mnteenactivists on Instagram) organized the walkout in which over 110 schools all around Minnesota
participated. At 1pm, students walked out of their schools and went to a designated meeting area to hold a space to
protest and listen to black voices speak. Around 300 Minneapolis Public Schools students headed downtown to gather
outside of US Bank Stadium. At 1:47pm, there was a moment of silence for Daunte Wright, as that was the exact time
he was shot dead one week prior. Many different voices spoke at the rally, mainly students. The crowds broke out into
chants, such as: “You can’t stop the revolution”, “We are the students, the mighty mighty students, “Who’s the enemy?
White supremacy”, “National Guard, go home”, and “How do you spell racist? MPD.” Among the speakers were
Washburn students Nyagach Keuth, Yahanna Mackbee, Elsie Carmona-Quiterio, and Ritu Boyer-Conway. The
organizers of the walkout, MN Teen Activists, was founded back in spring 2020, around the time of the murder of
George Floyd, with Nyagach being one of the founding members. Yahanna and Elsie were there representing the
NAACP Minneapolis Youth Council, and Ritu as a founding member of The Body Org, (@thebodyorg on Instagram), a
group of teen females in the Twin Cities advocating for more equitable access to health products and sexual education
for teen girls. Other notable organizations that attended and spoke at the rally was Kimberly Bernard of the Black
Womens March and Southwest High School student Antonio Brooks representing the Legacy Arts Group.

The state wide walkout got the attention of many media outlets, with articles being published by the Star Tribune, The
Guardian, and The New York Times, to name a few. The whole event was very powerful to those who attended, as well
as to those who saw the impact from the internet. A huge thank you and congratulations to MN Teen Activists for
organizing this walk out and for everything else they have accomplished since they started up, such as raising over
$50,000 for the small businesses in Minneapolis that were damaged last year after the George Floyd protests. While the
fight for racial justice is far from over, the walk out fully demonstrated that we as the youth really do have the power to
change the world for the better and make an impact in our community.

Rally at US Bank Stadium Students walking out of Washburn at 1pm
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Texas is Cold - So What?
Olivia Bergin and Zara Huntington

Climate change is an ever growing presence all over the world that
isn’t going away anytime soon. Green Team is a club at Washburn with the
aims to increase environmentally friendly practices in and outside of Washburn.
They encourage sustainable products and talk about ways to help combat the
climate crisis. Green Team hosts fundraising events such as selling valengrams
to try and reach an ongoing goal to replace the paper hand dryers in Washburn
with more sustainable air dryers. If you are interested in joining Green Team,
email mplswashburngreenteam@gmail.com or eric.adams@mpls.k12.mn.us.
Now let’s talk about an extreme example of climate change we have seen in
2021.

On the news in February, you might have heard mentions of an unusual
phenomenon: Texas, a state that usually has average temperatures in the 70s,
has had days where the high is around 10 degrees. To put this in perspective,
most Northern Midwest states have had similar temperatures, which is unheard
of considering how the Midwest is on average drastically colder than any
Southern state. We at Washburn are no strangers to cold temperatures, and had
many days off of school in 2019 due to extreme cold. For Texans, however, this
dramatic change in temperature left them shocked, and for the ones without
reliable housing, literally out in the cold. This new weather also caused millions
of Texans to lose power because the power grids weren’t prepared for the cold.
The weather in Texas drew the attention of the nation, and awareness is being
raised about the people who have no house to stay or have no power, and what
can be done to help them. The weather warmed up the next week, which is
great, except for the fact that this cold period happened because of a rather
concerning reason- climate change.
The rising greenhouse gas emissions throughout the world are not only

causing global warming, but are also changing winters. Some scientists say that
the warming in the Arctic will increase the chances of polar air spilling further
south, leading to even more of these periods of extreme cold. The specific
Texas cold wave was caused by a number of factors, including the Arctic
undergoing a bout of sudden stratospheric warming. As the arctic warmed, the
colder air- or the polar vortex- moved closer to the jet streams, which act as the
barrier between the cold and warm winds. This allowed the polar vortex air to
make up a winter storm, and move South to Texas. While the main issue
surrounding climate change is still the fact that winters will get warmer and
more heat records will be broken, the Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest
of the planet. This phenomenon is called Arctic amplification, and due to its
importance to global climate patterns it could cause more extreme and unusual
cold in the future. The issue of climate change does not go unnoticed at
Washburn, and we even have clubs that tackle and discuss different
environmental issues, like Green Team. If you personally want to help stop
global warming, here is an article that mentions different actions you can take:
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-stop-global-warming.

Letters for Rose - Community
Service Opportunity
Lola Yost

Official Letters for Rose
logo (lettersforrose.org)

Are you struggling to get volunteer
hours for National Honor Society?
Do you want to make someone’s
quarantine a little less lonely? Letters
for Rose is a student run organization
created by two teenagers from New
Jersey over quarantine; their goal was
to try to connect the youth with the
elderly during the isolating pandemic.
Letters for Rose recruits students to

write letters and gives them to local
nursing homes; over a few short
months the organization has grown to
an international scale. The
organization is divided into different
chapters, each state has their own.
The chapter has a small group of
students who hold different
leadership positions and are in charge
of everything from calling nursing
homes to finding students to write
letters. Through Letters for Rose, I’ve
been able to meet a bunch of amazing
people from all over the country. It
has truly been a great experience.
If Letters for Rose sounds like

something you would like to be a part
of, we are trying to recruit people to
help start a Minnesota chapter! You
can email me at lolayost@gmail.com
and let me know if you are interested
in the leadership side of things, or
simply want to write some letters!
You can also find more information
on the LFR website lettersforrose.org,
or their instagram page
@letters.forrose.

mailto:mplswashburngreenteam@gmail.com
mailto:eric.adams@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-stop-global-warming
mailto:lolayost@gmail.com
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Teacher Spotlight
Abigail Hatting

We wanted to put some spotlights on our awesome
Washburn teachers by asking them some questions. Below
are their responses!

What has been your favorite and least favorite part of
distance learning?

Mitchell Fettig,
Spanish

I think a lot has gone well in
distance learning. I've enjoyed
getting to know my students
and have one on one meetings
with them, and I've been really
impressed with how well

everyone has adapted. I also really like not having a
commute! That extra time every day really adds up. My
least favorite part of distance learning is not being able to
play movement games and watch movies with my
students. I also really miss being able to just stand next to
someone and chat for a minute.

Rhea Oshion,
Art

My favorite part of distance
learning is using my wall at
home as our class
demo/drawing area because it is
fun and it helps students to see a
live example of the assignment.
My least favorite part about
distance learning is not hearing

students comments, questions, and side conversations. It is
hard for me partly because I am nosy, and mostly because I
like to talk to my students about more than assignments
and get to know them.

What is a new hobby you have picked up in the
last year?

Mark Johnson,
Health

I bought a new SMART bike
and use it several times
a week.

Angela Osuji,
Science

I have not had much time to pick
up a new hobby. I do a lot of
advocacy work around COVID-19
education in the community.

What was your New Year's Resolution and how have
you been achieving it?

Matthew Pronley,
Social Studies

My New Year’s resolution is to
touch my toes but it’s not going
great and it also was my
resolution two years ago.

Nicky Sunde,
Spanish

I don't make resolutions, but my
goal through all of this has been
to keep myself on a healthy
schedule. I try to exercise every
day, get outside, eat regular
meals, and read more than I
watch tv. I've been pretty

consistent. When I have a bad day, I just start fresh
the next.

What’s something you want your students to know
about you?

Melissa Beukema,
Social Studies

I want my students to know how
much I appreciate them! The
students are what keep me from
being bored with my job and I
get to see people go through the

amazing process of becoming who they will become as an
adult in the world.
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WHS 2020-2021 Sports Round Up
Abigail Hatting

As the 2020-2021 school year at Washburn nears its close,
it’s important to highlight the accomplishments of each
sports team. While many got delayed starts due to
Covid-19, every sport gave it their all and made the best of
the situation at hand. Here is your 2020-2021 Washburn
Sports Round Up, from the team’s coaches themselves.

FALL SPORTS

Football
The Millers had a strong season in an extremely unique
year. The Millers finished 6-1 and won their final game of
the season; a semifinal section game against Tartan high
School. Due to the global pandemic, the season was cut
short and that was the final game of the season.

Fall Cheerleading
This fall season was cut short due to COVID. We typically
start cheer in August but did not get approved until
September. Within one week we had tryouts, formed a
team, and in two days quickly put together a routine for
the virtual Homecoming. The team was so excited to be
able to cheer. They worked hard to get their skills back to
show off to the whole school. The team braved the
freezing cold, snow, and face masks for three home games
and had more fun than ever! When cheer was cancelled
due to COVID, it brought up the great appreciations the
athletes have for the sport.

Boys Soccer
The boys soccer team had another outstanding season this
fall. Despite not being sure if there would be a season, the
team came together and had a lot of on field success! They
won their fifth consecutive Minneapolis City Title, and
Sylvester Cup (for beating Southwest) and they finished as
a runner-up in Section 6AA, losing to Wayzata in the
section championship. This season gave the team a great
opportunity to come together and be part of something
during this pandemic that they will remember forever.
Congratulations to the 2020 Miller soccer team!

Girls Soccer
This year the Washburn girls soccer season was like no
other. While working through the challenges COVID-19
caused, the team still managed to have a fun and
successful season. Here is what senior varsity captain
Quinn Jurek had to say about the season: “This season was
most definitely unforgettable. We had 14 new players on
varsity and it was exciting to watch us grow as a team
throughout the season. My favorite moments were beating
the private school, Breck and St. Paul Academy. I am most
proud of this team’s work ethic that extends until the final
minutes of every game. I am so grateful that us seniors
were able to have our final season together.”
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Girls Swimming
Congratulations to the Girls Swim and Dive team for an
exciting finish to their season at the Section
championships. All the girls swam well and everyone
contributed to a great and fun team. Although there was
not a State Championship meet due to COVID-19
restrictions, there were State Qualifiers in two relays and
four individual events this year. Relay qualifiers are Ella
Lang, Britta Lundgren, Christine Kessens, Paige Moreen,
and Lillian Ramberg. Individual event qualifiers are
Freshman Paige Moreen in the 50 free (3rd) and 100 free
(2nd); and Junior Christine Kessens in the 100 Breastroke
(2nd) and Section Champion in the 200 Individual
Medley. Christine’s time also broke a 25-year-old
Conference Record!

Volleyball
After losing nine seniors and returning only four players, it
took a little time to get into a good rhythm. This young
team, led by captains Claire Johnson and Elli Olson, had a
couple close losses and pulled out a few strong victories.
Overall, even with the season ending early due to
COVID-19, the Miller volleyball teams had competitive
and fun seasons.

Cross Country
COVID-19 made this season extremely different because
only three teams were allied to race each other at once.
This resulted in almost all of our regular meets and
invitationals being canceled. At the beginning of the
season we didn’t know if we were going to be able to
compete at all. However, the coaches got together and
organized some small meets with three teams. We had the
opportunity to race teams that we usually wouldn’t have in
a normal season. Despite the challenges that were brought
up due to COVID-19, we were still able to put in the work
to earn our 8th consecutive City Conference
Championship on the girl’s side and the 7th consecutive
on the boy’s side.

Girls Tennis
The Washburn girls tennis team earned the conference
champions title and the sixth seed in the state's most
difficult section (6AA). The team improved throughout the
season highlighted by their convincing 7-0 win over
Southwest while not dropping a single set (first time in 30
years!) Captains Rosalind Foppe, Megan Twomey, and
Fiona Mullin provided great leadership and doubles
strategy while Sofia Reuter, Kate Krsnik, and Elliana
Loesch paved the way for the younger players. The future
is bright for this team as it continues to grow in size and
commitment.
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WINTER SPORTS
Boys Hockey
What a strange season! The boys hockey team, which
represents all MPS high schools was thrilled to be allowed
to play. The covid accommodations were hard, but
manageable with getting used to putting equipment on in
cars and the quiet arena without its usual noisy fans nor
heart-pumping music. The Varsity team had 6 wins and 2
losses. They also enjoyed their unexpected win over
heavily favored Orono, a team that won the state
championship just a couple seasons ago.

Girls Hockey
The Minneapolis Girls Varsity hockey team ended with a
10-5-3 record, its third season in a row with a winning
record. The team reached the class 5A section semifinals
for the second year in a row. Signature games include two
3-1 wins in a back to back home and away series against
Hopkins/St. Louis Park (Class AA). Also notable were a
3-1 win and a 3-3 tie against Eden Prairie (Class AA). The
team won its first section game against Armstrong-Cooper
6-1 before falling to Orono in the semifinals. The team
had many successes on and off the ice.

Boys Basketball
Boys basketball had a remarkable season this year. All
three teams left everything on the court at each game,
persevering despite new Covid restrictions. Varsity ended
the season with a 2-8 overall record, but with untapped
potential and lots of up and coming players.

Girls Basketball
Girls basketball had an explosive season this year despite
adversity due to Covid. The team beat the top team in our
conference for the first time in 7 seasons! Ending the
season with an overall 7-5 record, there is lots of promise
and success on the horizon for Girls Basketball.

Winter Cheerleading
Despite a pandemic, global uprisings, and general
hardship this year, the cheer team persevered to achieve
greatness and find joy through sports. Cheer is more than a
sport at Washburn, it’s a family.
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Boys Swimming
TMT (Tigers, Millers, and Teddies) had an amazing
2020-2021 season! Despite the ups and downs of
Covid-19, the boys on the team produced great swims
with great attitudes. While practicing at Phillips
Community Center five days a week, the boys showed up
and put in the work needed to be done to become
conference champions! With the help of captains Anton
Reuter and Jim Rose, the team was able to work together
to achieve their goals. We thank all our coaches, parents,
and seniors who made this season work through all
the changes!

Hockey Cheer
We had a blast cheering for Minneapolis Hockey Boys
and Girls varsity this season! Not being able to perform
on the ice this season (due to Covid-19) gave us some
downtime to get to know each other better, learn bleacher
cheering, and experiment with new ways to connect with
Minneapolis Hockey fans, including through “Hockey
Talk”, our weekly sports commentary webcast.
Congratulations, Minneapolis Hockey, on a great season!

Alpine Skiing
What a great season! Both the upperclassmen and
underclassmen players achieved success despite Covid-19.
Most notably, Andreas Drekonja and freshman Gabby
Harritt advanced to the MSHSL Alpine State
Championships. The team is saddened to say goodbye to
their senior captains, Quinn Jurek, Jack Moore, and Sonia
Svedahl. However, it’s clear that the Alpine Skiing team
will have great success in the future!

Nordic Skiing
With more than 40 new skiers, it was a great season. JV
girls, novice boys, and novice girls took first in every race.
Varsity girls took first and Varsity boys took third in the
conference champs. Two of our Varsity boys qualified for
State and the girls sections team qualified for State for the
first time in 26 years! The Millers' hard work this season
truly paid off!
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Wrestling
The 2021 wrestling season was unlike any others before it.
A typical season would feature duals and tournaments in
both the regular season and postseason. This year, all duals
occurred in the regular season with notable ones in the
conference against North and South. In what looked to be
an even battle with North, pins by veterans Leo Farley and
Vinny Morton as well as rookies Dominic Morton and
Jack Garcia-Grafing tilted things in Washburn’s favor
36-18. Against South, Tommy Stark prevailed in a pivotal
19-2 match, while Leo and fellow captains Luca Follega
and Vincent Gladbach added pins for a 35-28 victory in
which the Millers led from start to finish to claim the
conference crown.

Gymnastics
Both Washburn’s varsity and JV gymnastics teams went
undefeated the season, including a nail-biting win against
Southwest. The new coach, Colleen Klungseth helped to
build team spirit and a competitive attitude. The team
finished a close second at the Minneapolis Conference
meet and ended the season strong at Sections. The team is
sad to say goodbye to their only senior, Captain Amy
Taschler. We had a great year and we are expecting great
things for next season!

SPRING SPORTS

With spring sports currently underway, there aren’t
full reports ready yet. Badminton, baseball, golf,
lacrosse, softball, boys tennis, track and field, and
ultimate frisbee seasons go strong into the end of the
school year in June. Overall, Washburn had a great year
in sports, even while dealing with all of the Covid-19
restrictions. We can’t wait for the 2021-2022 school year!

Some Spring Sports Photos

Softball

Boys Tennis

Baseball

Badminton

All pictures from the
WAHIAN yearbook
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Poetry Out Loud
Patrick Ryan

Every year in AP Language and Literature, sophomores are
required to choose a poem written by someone other than
themselves and memorize it to perform for the Poetry Out Loud
competition. Washburn has seen many successes in the state
competition over the years. Yahanna Mackbee took first place last
year, and Ebba Nordstrom took second place this year. Leo Koch
and Olivia Samaha also competed in state this year, and
semifinalists were Ava Vischer, Cecelia Perry, Eliana Loesch,
Kasbaye Couch, Marcella Slade, Marcus Williams, Paige Selberg,
Veronica Brown, Xander Kleckner, and Zara Huntington. Ebba was
awarded a cash prize and a trophy for her performance and we
reached out to her for some insight on how it felt to do so great in
the competition.

What did it feel like to win this award?
I felt proud to win this award and grateful to my teacher, Ms.
Mulvaney, for helping me through this process.

What was the name and author of your poem and what was
it about?
I memorized 3 poems: Oranges, by Roisin Kelly. This poem is an
extended metaphor that uses picking the perfect orange as a way to
describe someone picking their partner. My next poem was No, I
Wasn't Meant to Love and be Loved, by Mirza Asadullah Khan
Ghalib. This poem is from the perspective of someone who is
trapped in a negative relationship. My final poem was A Fixed
Idea, by Amy Lowell. This poem is about grief and how easy it is
to get stuck on a single thought when you are in pain.

How was the process of the competition this year different from
usual with Covid-19?
This year all of the poems were pre-recorded, and the
announcement ceremony was through Zoom. I had mixed emotions
because I wasn't able to have
as exciting of an experience
with the competition, but it
also allowed me to recite my
poems alone and not in front
of an audience, so I wasn't as
anxious. Overall it was a
positive experience.

Ebba Nordstrom, Leo Koch, Olivia Samaha

A Tribute to Sophie: A Pioneer in Music
and the Trans Community
Ellie Berrie

On January 30th, 2021 Sophie passed away from
a tragic accident in Athens at age 34. She was a
Scottish music producer born in 1986 who
changed the pop music industry forever. Her
music is like nothing you've ever heard; it's a mix
of raw industrial synths and bubblegum pop. She
isn't afraid to go a different route than you'd
expect, this is shown in her music as well as her
videos, which are very sensory oriented, and is
especially illustrated in “Faceshopping”. Others
show a more emotional side of Sophie like “It’s
Ok to Cry”. Overall, everything she made is
original and exciting.

Sophie started putting her music out there with
a small music label called PC music on the track
QT and other small projects with the members of
the label. Sophie later stepped away from PC
music to create her own label called
MSMSMSMS and came out with her debut
album “PRODUCT” which is an avant-garde
electronic pop album. This album caught the
attention of musicians like Rihanna, Madonna,
and Charli XCX, who she later collaborated with.
In June of 2018, Sophie came out with her second
studio album called  “Oil of Every Pearls”, which
got nominated for a Grammy award.

Along with Sophie’s impact in the music
industry, she was also an advocate for the
transgender community. She was very vocal on
what being a trans woman meant to her, and how
it was about redefining and accepting yourself for
who you are. She talked about how being a trans
woman doesn't mean you have to be overly
feminine or fit into the cisgender norms. In a
Pitchfork interview, she talked about how she
wanted to keep her voice the way it was because
it was comfortable and felt good.

Her music was revolutionary and a vision to the
future on what's to come. She inspired many and
helped people through tough times. We are sad to
see her gone but we will never forget her or her
music.



Grist - Fall - 2020 Vol. 8 Issue 1 - pg. 11

The Derek Chauvin Trial
Olivia Bergin

On May 25th, 2020, George Floyd was killed at the hands of Derek
Chauvin right here in Minneapolis. On April 20th, 2021, Chauvin
was finally found guilty of the murder. In the past 11 months a lot
has happened for this verdict to be reached, but the trial became a
reality on March 12th, 2021, when the city of Minneapolis agreed to
pay $27 million dollars to settle a civil lawsuit from George Floyd’s
family. Floyd’s family lawyer, Ben Crump, said that it was the
largest pretrial civil rights settlement ever, and that it “sends a
powerful message that black lives do matter and police brutality
against people of color must end.” (Source: The Denver Times.)
The actual trial began on March 30th, and the jury began
deliberating their decision on April 19th. Arguably the most
powerful line of the trial statements came the following day during
Prosecutor Jerry Blackwell’s closing remarks, when he told the
jurors that they “were told, for example, that Mr. Floyd died…
because his heart was too big. You heard that testimony. And now,
having seen all the evidence, you know the truth. And the truth of
the matter is that the reason George Floyd is dead is because Mr.
Chauvin’s heart was too small.” (Source: The Washington Post.)

Yet again, all eyes were on Minneapolis as reporters from news
stations like CNN began to take to the scene in anticipation of the
decision, and the National Guard could be seen all across the city,
similar to how it was after the murder. The jury did not take a lot of
time, so by mid afternoon on April 20th (which was when Washburn
students were sent home 15 minutes early) they had made a decision.
With the entire world watching, with people of all races and
backgrounds tense with anticipation, the judge read the verdict. The
possible charges that Chauvin could have received were
second-degree unintentional murder, third-degree murder, and
second-degree manslaughter. He received all three. (Source: The
New York Times).

A sense of relief spread through our Minneapolis community, and
many went to the memorial to celebrate. Though this case ended on
a hopeful note, the recent deaths of Daunte Wright and Ma’Khia
Bryant show that deaths at the hands of the police will remain a
reality for innocent black people until there is some serious change.

Grist writer Olivia Bergin being interviewed by the Washington Post at the memorial

WandaVision Review/Theories
Julia Moore

While it is known that there are many avid
WandaVision watchers at Washburn, if you are
not one yet and are a fellow Marvel fan, I highly
recommend the somewhat recently released
show on Disney+. With the series now ended,
nine, nine 30-40 minute episodes have been
released (although fans complain the six minute
credits take up far too much time). If you are
looking for something more avant garde in
comparison to previous Marvel productions and
are intrigued by Wanda’s vast powers, this is the
show for you. Now, if you have made it this far
into the article, I have to give an obligatory
spoiler warning. While many viewers were
disappointed with the lack of fan theories that
turned out to be true, that’s bound to happen
when there was a week in between each
episode. This being said, I felt as though they
blundered the potential of several characters.
The fact that they brought in Evan Peters to play
Pietro Maximaff when he plays the same
character in X-Men could have led to much
more than a dumb joke. As for the plot, it had
the premise of something much more sinister at
work when the overall ending turned out
somewhat cheesy. Despite all this, Wanda and
Vision’s dynamic makes the show worthwhile. I
can’t wait to see what Marvel has in store for
Wanda as she develops her powers further.

Washburn’s Community Service Club
Jacqui Kelly

Service Club is a Washburn volunteer group that
takes on service projects. Although Covid has
limited the opportunity to volunteer in groups,
there are still many ways to be involved and
help your community. The club had a slow start
because of shipping and recent changes in
schedules. We hope to do volunteer projects as
groups in the future. Our current project is
painting mugs and donating them to Washburn
teachers. Meetings are on Tuesdays but may
vary. Stay tuned for information on future
projects!
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The Closing of Roller Garden
Zara Huntington

Due to Covid-19, many beloved local businesses have closed. On
May 8th, the Roller Garden officially held its last skate session after
a great 52 years of fun. The Roller Garden was a skating rink full of
music and joy, where many birthday parties and other fun
celebrations were held. Many local businesses such as the Roller
Garden have felt the effect of Covid greatly, and have been forced to
close down since March of 2020.

For many Washburn students, the Roller Garden is a place full of
memories from when we were younger. From birthday parties to fun
days out with friends, the Roller Garden was always a swag place to
be. Not to mention, the rink always came in clutch when it came to
playing bops, which I know we all appreciate.

Eleanor Payne (Grade 10) from Washburn remembers the Roller
Garden, saying “It’s such a fun environment and it’s home to a lot of
core memories.” Along with myself and many other Washburn
students, Eleanor learned to skate at the Roller Garden and returned
throughout the years.

I personally went the week of closing to get in one last skate with
my friends, and it was just as fun as I’d always remembered (though
packed with people due to announcements of the closing). I took
photobooth photos, played arcade games, ate a pretzel, and most
importantly skated my heart out. The Roller Garden will always go
down in Minneapolis history, and who knows; maybe someday we
will have a new skating rink in town filled with just as much fun and
2016 hit songs.

Digital Favorites
Marcia Chango and Lizeth Ocampo

Lizeth Ocampo, Marcia Chango

¿Aplicación de teléfono favorita? En el
facebook parece que el amor es triste. Muchas
personas publican historias sobre su vida.
Facebook esta instaladas en su telefonos.

¿Programa de televisión favorito? “Ashes
of Love.” Este es una historia que tiene
alegria al mismo tiempo tristeza. La pelicula
se trata de dos personas que se conocen en el
momento no adecuado en el facebook nos
cuentas muchas cosas aveces de la pelicula. Me
gusta el actor Deng Lun.

Comida favorita cuando miras Ashes of
Love? Palomitas con mantequilla!

Favorite phone app? Facebook - many people
have it installed on their phones. Many people
post stories about their life on Facebook - it
seems like love is sad.

Favorite TV show? “Ashes of Love.”
This is a story that has joy and at the same time,
sadness. The show is about two people who
meet at the wrong time. On Facebook, people
talk a lot about the show. I love the actor Deng
Lun!

Favorite food when watching Ashes of Love?
Popcorn with lots of butter!
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Don’t Stand So Close To Me (In-Person Covid Version)
Music by The Police
Reworked Lyrics and Arrangement by WHS Pop Choir

Watch the full video performance here!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMixWxpUoj8

We’re teaching, the subject, of Covid Protocol
Wear your mask, and walk on, the right side of the hall
If you’re back in person, stay 3 to 6 feet spaced
We’ve got to keep our distance, if we’re all to stay safe

Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me
Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me

The lunchroom’s the one place, you can take off your mask
You can’t sit close to your friends, eating’s your only task

Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me
Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me

If you have, been coughing, or lost your sense of smell
Please don’t go into the building, if you’re not feeling well
It’s so good to see you
You know we've missed you too
But if we don’t want Covid
We have to do these rules

Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me
(Please don’t stand so close to me)
Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me
(Please don’t stand so close to me)
Don’t stand
Don’t stand so
Don’t stand so close to me
(Please don’t stand so close to me)

Studio Art: In Their Style Assignment
Jacqui Kelly

When creating this painting for my art class
here at Washburn, I began by looking at various
artists and observing how they went about their
art work.

I admired the work of Alma Thomas, and
thought it would be fun to paint something in
her style. I began by filling my sketch book
page with tiny bricks like the ones that Alma
Thomas used. Then, I used watercolor for each
one, making sure there was a white space in
between each brick. I began at the bottom with
doing two rows a dark shade of green. I then
progressed up to lighter shades of green. Next, I
used a mix of light and dark browns to make
two mountains. I then finished by using red,
orange, yellow and blue to complete the sky.

I have learned that watercolor is tedious and
when adding too much water it can be harmful.
I also learned about the artist Alma Thomas and
the techniques she uses in her work.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMixWxpUoj8
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Brown Butter Salted Caramel Chocolate Chunk Cookies - Recipe by Erin Clarkson
Susan Alexander

Over quarantine, many students picked up baking to bide time. There was even a flour shortage at the beginning of the
pandemic. If you are looking for cookie recipes to try, look no further! Erin Clarkson is a Brooklyn-based baker from
New Zealand. Her baking is inspired by a fusion of recipes from both New Zealand and New York. She regularly posts
new recipes on her social media; @cloudykitchen on both Instagram and TikTok. This recipe is much easier than it
seems, and only takes about 1 hour in total to make. It yields about 25-30 cookies, depending on the size of the cookie.
The combination of chocolate, caramel, and sea salt makes the perfect chocolate chip cookie and they stay fresh for
days! Susan’s Cookies

Ingredients:

● 225g unsalted butter, straight from the fridge
● 200g granulated sugar (for caramel)
● 150g muscovado sugar
● 60g dark brown sugar
● 100g granulated sugar (for cookies)
● 2 eggs, room temperature
● 1 tsp vanilla extract
● 330g all-purpose flour
● ¾ tsp baking powder
● ¾ tsp baking soda
● 1 tsp kosher salt
● 255g chocolate chunks
● Flaky sea salt for finishing

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350˚f. Line 3-4 baking trays w/ parchment paper.
2. Place the butter in a medium saucepan, and place over medium heat. Cook until the butter foams and turns

golden brown and nutty.
3. Measure out the butter into the bowl of a stand mixer. Allow to cool slightly.
4. For the caramel: place 200g granulated sugar into a medium saucepan and place over medium heat, and have a

baking tray nearby. Heat the sugar, stirring occasionally w/ a whisk, until all of the sugar has melted. Cook the
caramel until it’s amber-colored and beginning to smoke. Pour onto the baking tray and let cool.

5. Mix the butter and all sugars on medium speed w/ the stand mixer until combined. Add the eggs and vanilla,
then increase the mixer speed to high and beat until the mixture has lightened in color and thickened.

6. In a medium bowl, sift together flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. Add dry ingredients to the mixing
bowl, then mix on low until combined.

7. Add chocolate chunks to the mixing bowl. Peel the caramel off the tray and cut into chunks. Add the caramel
shards to the bowl and mix.

8. Using a spoon, place scoops of dough onto the baking trays. Roll each into a ball and arrange on the trays,
leaving room for spreading.

9. Bake for 11-12 mins, or until the cookies are puffed up and set around the edges. They will still cook a little
after you remove them from the oven.

10. Sprinkle each cookie w/ sea salt, then cool on the tray for 10 mins & transfer to a wire rack. Store leftovers in
an airtight container at room temperature.
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Chocolate Crinkle Cookies - Recipe By Sarah Kieffer
Maya Gels

Sarah Keiffer is a Minneapolis based baker who is known for her
“pan-banging cookie technique.” Her books include, “100 Cookies: The
Baking Book for Every Kitchen, with Classic Cookies, Novel Treats,
Brownies, Bars, and More” and “The Vanilla Bean Baking Book: Recipes
for Irresistible Everyday Favorites and Reinvented Classics.” Her recipes
are so full of love and creativity. These cookies came out wonderfully and
were the perfect fudgy warm and soft chocolate cookie.

Ingredients:

● 1 ⅓ c. flour
● 1 tsp baking powder
● ⅛ tsp baking soda
● ¾ c. sugar (plus 3 tbsp for rolling)
● ½ c. brown sugar
● 2 eggs plus 2 egg yolks
● 1 tbsp canola oil
● 1 tsp vanilla extract
● ½ tsp salt
● ¼ c. butter
● 3 oz semisweet chocolate
● ½ c. cocoa powder
● ½ c. powdered sugar

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F and line your pans with

parchment paper.
2. In a small bowl whisk flour, baking powder, and baking soda.
3. In a large bowl whisk the ¾ c. of sugar, brown sugar, eggs, yolks,

oil, vanilla, and salt.
4. In a small saucepan on low heat melt together butter and chocolate

while stirring frequently. Once the mixture is smooth, turn off the
heat and whisk in the cocoa powder for about 45 seconds.

5. Add the chocolate/butter into the large bowl mixture and whisk
until combined. Add in flour mixture and mix in by hand gently.
Let the mixture sit for about 10 mins.

6. Combine the powdered sugar and remaining 3 tbsp of sugar into a
bowl. Scoop a ball of dough (about 2 tbsp) and roll it in the sugar
mixture, then set it on the sheet pan.

7. Bake 8-9 mins for a gooey soft cookie.
8. Store the cookies in an airtight container at room temp.

Maya’s Cookies

The Future of Standardized Testing
Caroline Claeson

Standardized testing has been the
backbone of our school systems for
many years, and Washburn is no
exception. The importance placed on
these exams has only increased in the
past twenty years with the No Child Left
Behind act of 2002 under Bush, with the
same philosophy taken up by Obama in
the years following. This act was written
without the consultation of any teachers,
with the resources available at schools
resulting in bad scores and false penalties
for these failing scores.

Standardized testing scores are most
highly correlated to the outside
circumstances within a child's life
conditions rather than their educational
prowess. Our system of higher education
is unequal and separate racially, with
these pathways to a better education
inaccessible to black students. Race can
be used as a shockingly accurate
predictor of SAT/ACT scores when they
are supposed to show a students
intellectual merit rather than the
opportunities that they have been
provided with. The racism continues to
the questions that are selected through a
method that is systemically
discriminatory: on experimental
questions in which Blacks outperform
Whites, they are removed before any
administration of the test. Additionally,
exceptional students with a language
barrier or disability are highly unlikely to
perform well on these tests no regardless
of their academic success.

The admissions process based upon
these tests continues to perpetuate
disparities in our higher education, are an
inaccurate measure of teachers and
schools, and don’t have much of a future
in a truly “equal” America.
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Bear Comic
Julia Moore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

THE GRIST PLAYLIST
Complied by the Grist Staff
Theme: Spring Vibes

Every issue, the Grist staff compiles songs as part
of “The Grist Playlist,” complete with a theme in
which the songs fit into. We sincerely hope you
enjoy the playlist we’ve compiled.

1. Here Comes the Sun by The Beatles
2. Unwritten by Natasha Bedingfield
3. Bloom by Troye Sivan
4. After the Bloom (Alone) by GWSN
5. Put Your Records On by Ritt Momney
6. Everywhere by Fleetwood Mac
7. Paint by Paper Kites
8. First Love/ Late Spring by Mitski
9. Hate Yourself by TV Girl
10. After The Storm by Kali Uchis, Tyler the

Creator, & Bootsy Collins
11. 911/ Mr. Lonely by Tyler the Creator,

Frank Ocean, & Steve Lacy
12. Birds Don’t Sing by TV Girl
13. Such Great Heights by The Postal Service
14. Buttercup by Hippo Campus
15. Always Forever by Cults
16. Icarus by Fana Hues
17. Love Affair by Umi
18. Air Supply by Sweet trip
19. Pepper by Butthole Surfers
20. Death & Taxes by Daniel Caesar
21. 2009 by Mac Miller
22. Weekend by Mac Miller & Miguel
23. Soundtrack 2 My Life by Kid Cudi
24. Freaks and Geeks by Childish Gambino
25. Goodie Bag by Still Woozy
26. Baby Girl by Chloe x Halle
27. Strawberry Blond by Mitski
28. Islands in the Stream by Dolly Parton &

Kenny Rogers
29. Lilac by IU
30. Willow by Taylor Swift

The playlist can be found on the Washburn
Grist’s Spotify account linked below. Give it a
listen and a follow!

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1IzOheuQJTLA3
V4d6DP2FE?si=UoFRcQBJRxCyXdW6C53m3Q


