
Syllabus

Course: Geometry Year Long Course Year: 2022-2023

Teacher Luda Dorfman Sara Doty Kara Hebl Cynthia Jones
Jess Kochick

Email Ludmila.Dorfman@mpls.k12.mn.us sara.owen@mpls.k12.mn.us Kara.Hebl@mpls.k12.mn.us Cynthia.Jones@mpls.k12.mn.us
Jessica.kochick@mpls.k12.mn.us

Office hrs/
Availability

Best by appointment Best by appointment After school
Schedule on front board

Best by appointment

Course Description/Overview: This is a required course students typically take during their 9th or 10th

grade year. Geometry students will study points, lines, line segments, rays, planes, and vectors in their
exploration of angles, polygons, circles, lengths, areas, and volumes. Emphasis will be placed on congruent
figures, as well as similar figures and their ratios, and right triangle trigonometric ratios. The concept of proof
will be investigated and the utility of logic will be emphasized. Algebraic skills will be used to build further
understanding of the interconnectedness of mathematics.

Required Materials: Students should have everything with them and seated as soon as the bell rings.
Students should have the following:

1. Writing utensil 5. Protractor
2. Folder and/or Binder (1”) 6. Compass
3. Notebook or Loose-leaf paper in binder 7. Ruler
4. Scientific calculator

If any of these materials are a problem, please contact the teacher as soon as possible.

Course Units and Summative Assessments: Below is a tentative schedule for the year with specific topics
to be covered as outlined by the Minneapolis School District. Students will take a summative assessment at the
end of each unit known as the Benchmark.

Quarter 1:
Unit 1: Building blocks of geometry
Unit 2: Triangles and their properties

Quarter 3:
Unit 4: Quadrilaterals and their properties
Unit 5: Polygons and their properties

Quarter 2:
Unit 2: Triangles and their properties
Unit 3: Triangles and Trigonometry

Quarter 4:
Unit 6: Circles
Unit 7: Solids

Grading: Grades will be determined by the student’s ability to demonstrate understanding of prescribed
standards and learning targets for each unit (i.e. Standards-Based Grading). The grading rubric is based on an
8-point scale. The percentages show how letter grades will be assigned for each score out of 8.  Students will
be expected to make up learning targets if they receive below a 5.
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8 out of 8 points 100% A Exceeds learning target.
92% A Consistently meets or exceeds learning target(s)

7 out of 8 points 87.5% A-  
 83.5% B+  

79% B Consistently meets learning target(s)
6 out of 8 points 75% B-  
 71% C+  

66.5% C Generally meets learning target(s)
5 out of 8 points 62.5% C-  
 58.5% D+  
4.36 out of 8 points 54.5% D Occasionally meets learning target(s)
4.16 out of 8 points 52% D-  (any percentage lower than 52% will be receive an F)
4 out of 8 points 50% F Despite attempt, does not meet learning target(s)

0 to 3.99 out of 8 points 0 – 49% F Does not meet learning target(s) and did not attempt the
problem / did not show evidence of learning that occurred in
or outside of class.

*Grading modifications may be made for students with IEP or 504 plans.

Grade Make-Up:
(60%) Summative Assessments – Assessments will include tests, quizzes, and projects. Students will have
quizzes roughly every two or three weeks depending on the unit. All assessments will be graded using the
8-point grading scale, with each separate learning target receiving a score of 0-8.

(40%) Formative Assessments: Practice and Participation - This includes homework, class work, etc.
Students will receive homework about two to three times a week. Students will typically receive
feedback/grade on their homework 1-2 days after turning it in. Homework is meant to help students practice
concepts and prepare for assessments.

Missing & Late Work: All assignments for a unit must be turned in prior to the end of a unit. Late and
missing work will receive a B or lower.

Extra Credit: Extra credit will not be given. Students may retake most assessments and redo most
assignments.

Re-Learning and Retakes: Students may retake most assessments at the teacher’s discretion, with a
maximum retake score of 7 on the 8-point scale. Retakes will have to occur outside of class time. In order to
retake an assessment:

1. Students should make corrections on the assessment.
2. Students may be asked to complete extra practice related to the learning target that they are

retaking.

Class Expectations: All students will be expected to:

1. Be Prompt
Be in class and on time every day. You are expected to be in your seat before class begins. You are
expected to have a signed pass if you are not coming to class on time. An email will be sent to your
parent/guardian upon your third tardy. Upon your fourth tardy of the quarter (and every subsequent
tardy of the quarter), a referral will be made to your dean. Understand that chronic issues of tardiness
and absences may put you at risk of failing the course.
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2. Be Prepared
First 5 minutes:
- Take out class materials

(pen/pencil, notebook, calculator).
- Take out homework and be ready to discuss.
- Work on warm-up and be ready to discuss.

Last 5 minutes:
- Reflect on the lesson

What did you learn?
What questions do you still have?).

- Start on homework.
- Clean up your area.
- Return class materials.

3. Be Polite
Come to class with a good attitude and abide by classroom policies. Raise your hand to contribute to a
discussion and give your full attention to others presenting.

Electronics: Electronics, headphones, and related accessory items should be put away, silenced, and
completely out of sight. (hiding them behind your backpack, under your shirt, in your hair, etc. does not
count as “out of sight”).

● 1st offense: retrieve device from dean at the end of the day.
● 2nd offense: retrieve device from dean at the end of the day.
● 3rd offense: parent/guardian will retrieve device from dean at the end of the day.
● Subsequent offenses will be treated on a case-by-case.

Food/drink: Only water is allowed. Students will be asked to put all other food/drink away.

4. Be Positive
Always be positive in interactions with teachers and classmates. Politely disagree with other’s views –
offer a counterpoint or alternate view.

5. Be Productive
Come ready to engage in the day’s learning activities. Check your notes and ask classmates for help
before asking for help from the teacher.

Passes: Students will be allowed 2 passes a quarter. No passes will be issued in the first and last 10
minutes of class unless you have a previously scheduled appointment.

Academic Honesty: There is a ZERO TOLERANCE policy for academic dishonesty.
● Cheating on tests and quizzes = First offense will result in a redo. Second offense will be a zero.
● Copying homework assignments = 0 pts (all students involved).

6. Demonstrate Miller PRIDE
Professional – Treat school like it is your job. Show up on time, focus on your work, and abide by the school dress

code.
Respectful – Treat others the way you want to be treated. Abide by expectations of the classroom, including

electronics policies. Use respectful language.
Integrity – Give an honest effort in class; you will get out of it what you put in. Be accountable for your own learning.
Determination – Stay positive and keep trying even if it gets difficult. Do not allow the attitudes or behavior of others

to distract you from your goals.
Excellence – Do your best work. Push yourself to achieve more. Don’t settle for just getting by.

Getting Help: If a student does not understand the material or needs to make up a learning target, then they
need to come in for help. Students should make an appointment with me ahead of time to ensure availability.

Communication: E-mail is the best way to get an immediate response. I check my email frequently. My email
address is cynthia.jones@mpls.k12.mn.us. You can find information about this class by checking the Google
Classroom page.
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After reading, complete the Google Form attached to this assignment.
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