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Course Description/Overview: Students continue to develop proficiency in Spanish language and 
deepen their understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures as they:  

● Converse, read, and write about real world topics while expanding knowledge of Spanish 
vocabulary and structures.  

● Use knowledge of the language to make connections with other subjects (geography/politics, fine 
arts, and math/science).  

● Examine Spanish-speaking cultures and their social practices (music, food, popular media, etc.) 
and perspectives.  

● Expand language-learning strategies to maintain a life-long interest in world languages and 
multiple cultures at home and around the world. 

 
Spanish III is a mid-level course at Washburn that focuses on transitioning students from the basic lower 
levels of language learning to the more rigorous upper levels of the program. Students in this course 
will be directly preparing to enter into the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) 
Spanish courses.  The coursework in Spanish III goes beyond learning vocabulary and grammar and 
prepares students to become global citizens who are able to reason, debate, and analyze information in 
Spanish. The curriculum centers around thematic units and big ideas, with a focus on reading 
culturally-relevant and level-appropriate literature.  
 
Washburn’s course goals are aligned with the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 
Minneapolis and Minnesota standards, and IB objectives: http://worldlanguages.mpls.k12.mn.us/  
 
 
Transition into IB Standard Level Spanish:  
The level 3 curriculum is designed to prepare students to enter into IB SL Spanish Year 1. However, not 
some students may not be ready for this course at the end of level 3 or may choose to continue their 
foreign language study, but not at the IB level. Therefore, all students will be assessed in the middle of 
level 3 to determine whether they will be recommended for Spanish 4 or IB SL Spanish Year 1. Students 
recommended for Spanish 4 (scenario A) will have an extra year to prepare before entering into the IB 
class. Students recommended for IB SL Spanish Year 1 (scenario B) will enter into the SL program right 
after level 3. More information about this transition will be provided later in the year. 
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The following are possible scenarios for continuing the Spanish program at Washburn High School: 

2020-2021 Freshman in level 3 Sophomore in level 3 Junior in level 3 Senior in level 3 
Scenario A B A B A B Will graduate 

2021-2022 4 SL Yr 1 4 SL Yr 1 4 SL Yr 1 X 

2022-2023 SL Yr 1 HL Yr 1 SL Yr 1 SLYr 2 X X X 

2023-2024 SL Yr 2 HL Yr 2 X X X X X 

 
Course Details 
Because of the nature and level of this course, students are expected to use Spanish in the classroom for 
at least 90% of the time. This requirement is also in line with the US National Standards for Foreign 
Languages. A student who wishes to speak in English must first ask permission.  
 
Required Materials:  

● Computer, and audiovisual capabilities for synchronous meetings 
● Paper notebook for Spanish class 
● Literature will be provided digitally (PDF) by WHS during Distance Learning 

 
Policies (Distance Learning) 

● Attendance and Participation:  Learning Spanish happens best when you are engaged in 
Spanish. Each class is designed so that you will listen, speak, read, and write in Spanish. To 
ensure you are actively engaged, you are required to arrive to class on time and be present the 
entire period. While in class, participation is key. The expectation is that you speak and engage in 
Spanish the whole class with classmates and with Profe. This includes having your video on 
during instructional time. In order to be successful in this class, it is beneficial to engage in 
independent practice, such as Duolingo or community opportunities, outside of class when 
possible. The more you engage in Spanish, the more you learn Spanish!  

● Bathroom/Break Policy: Students are expected to check phones, use the bathroom, get 
food/drinks, etc. during the passing time between classes or during designated times. Profe will 
plan to build in these breaks for you during block schedules. In the case of an emergency, 
students should inform the teacher before they step away from the computer and once they 
return to the meeting. This will help Profe make sure you do not miss information. 

● Absences/Makeup Work: If you are absent, it is your job to make up the work you missed. You 
will be expected to review any missed materials before the next class to which you return. Use 
other students in the class as a resource to clarify materials, and reach out to Profe as soon as you 
know you will be absent/miss a deadline and for any additional help. If an assessment is missed, 
the student may have to schedule a time outside of class hours to retake it.  

● Extra Credit and Retakes: This class will be graded mostly on engagement with our practices in 
Spanish. No extra credit will be given; however, opportunities to revise your work will be built 
into units and lessons, with a focus on showing improvement rather than perfection. 

School-wide Washburn Policies 
● Electronics: While most rules about electronics do not apply during Distance Learning, students 

are still expected not to use personal devices like cell phones during instructional time. The 
teacher will contact parents/guardians if they suspect a student is not paying attention in class. 

● Plagiarism: The World Language Department will not tolerate plagiarism in any form. Note that 
the use of any online or electronic translation device counts as plagiarism. This is not your work. 
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If the teacher suspects plagiarism, the student will be asked to justify their work. If they cannot, 
they will be asked to complete an alternative assignment and will also receive a grade reduction. 
If you are focused on improvement, you should not need to plagiarize. 
 

 
Grading: The primary purpose of grading is to communicate the academic achievement status of 
students to students, their families, employers, and post-secondary institutions. A grade should 
accurately reflect what students have learned and are able to do in a course. Grading modifications may 
be made for students with IEP or 504 plans. 
 
Grading Scale: We will follow guidelines from the district and Washburn HS for the grading scale. At 
this time, the scale and percents for Distance Learning in Spanish III are as follows: 
 

A 
100-93 

A- 
92-90 

B+ 
89-87 

B 
86-83 

B- 
82-80 

C+ 
79-77 

C 
76-73 

C- 
72-70 

D+ 
69-67 

D 
66-63 

D- 
62-60 

NC 
59-0% 

 
 
 
Course Units Overview: 

Quarter 1: 
Revolution (Battle of the 
Alamo) 

Quarter 2: 
Art & Identity (Growing 
Up Chicano) 

Quarter 3:  
Dictatorship (Franco’s 
Regime) 

Quarter 4: 
Freedom (Escaping Gang 
Life and Poverty) 
 

Functions: 
Identify the cause and 
effect of a revolution 
Describe the role of a 
revolutionary figure from 
a Spanish-speaking 
country and draw 
conclusions about their 
lasting impact 
Compare and contrast two 
revolutionary figures 
Read and analyze a novel 
about the Alamo 

Functions:  
Analyze the role of art in 
society and how it is used 
as a form of expression 
Present a piece of art and 
how it represents your 
identity 
Discuss and identify the 
symptoms and effects of 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder  
Read and analyze a novel 
about a mystery 

Functions:  
Compare and contrast 
different forms of 
government 
Write a formal letter from 
a different perspective 
Recognize the subjunctive 
in various text types and 
utilize the subjunctive 
while writing  
Read and analyze a novel 
about the Spanish Civil 
War 

Functions: 
Write an alternative 
ending to a text while 
incorporating a variety of 
tenses as well as dialogue 
Explore the effects of 
poverty in Latino 
neighborhoods 
Complete a practice IB 
oral exam 
Read and analyze a novel 
about gangs in Los 
Angeles 
 

Text read:  
“Rebeldes de Tejas” by 
Mira Canion  

Text read: 
“La Calaca Alegre” by 
Carrie Toth 
 

Text read:  
“La Hija del Sastre” by 
Carrie Toth & Carol Gaab 

Text read: 
“Vida y muerte en La 
Mara Salvatrucha” by 
Anonymous 
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