
Unit 2 Notes 5 – How to Write a Two-Column Proof Show Two Triangles are Congruent 
  
A two-column proof uses deductive reasoning to make a clear, step-by-step list of statements and 
reasons proving why the triangles are congruent in each case. 
 
To earn full credit for a proof you must: 

- number and list your statements and reasons in a logical order – 
- use proper notation for angles, segments, triangles, congruent, parallel, etc. 
- Justify each step with the correct reason, and use the correct name for each reason. 

  
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Your first statement 
should be the information 
that is given in the 
problem.  The correct 
reason for this is “Given” 

 
2. The middle statements 

should list the parts of 
triangles that you can 
show are congruent.  You 
must use the correct 
reason to justify each one 
of these statements. 
   

3. The last statement should 
be what you are supposed 
to prove – in this type of 
proof you are  
proving that the triangles 
are congruent.  Your 
reason should be   SSS, 
SAS, ASA, or SAA. 
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