
Unit 6: Key Concepts  
 

 
 
Purpose: Before each test students should be prepared to explain U.S. History key concepts that relate to the era 
that is being tested. Students who performed well on the test typically were able to successfully demonstrate a 
deep knowledge of the era through knowledge of those key concepts. In order to prepare for the test, students will 
demonstrate their knowledge of the era by writing about the key concepts listed directly in the AP U.S. History 
Curriculum Framework.  
 
What students have to do: Students will write an explanation of ALL seven key concepts in “plain English” and 
provide 2-3 specific examples with detailed descriptions that support the key concept.  Your entire response must 
be in your own words.   Please use  turnitin.com to submit this.  It is due the first day of your test. 
 
 
Example:  
 

Key Concept 5.2. II. Debates over slavery came to dominate political discussion in the 1850s, culminating in 
the bitter election of 1860 and the secession of Southern states.  

Sample Response:  
 
Key Concept 5.2. II. The new land gained from Mexico after the Mexican American war led to many political 
disagreements over the expansion of slavery in the West.  In the 1850s there were many examples of these 
heated political disagreements such as the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which reopened land that had once been 
closed to slavery to potentially become slave states.  This idea was called popular sovereignty, where the 
citizens of the state could determine its status on the slavery issue.  In 1860, a new political party (Republicans) 
won the presidency based partily on the issue of non-expansion of slavery.  This was the final straw for many 
Southern politicians and their cue to leave the union.  

 
If this is completed correctly, thoroughly and thoughtfully you will receive half of the missed points back on your 
test. 
 
 
 
 



Unit 6: APUSH Key Concepts: 
Key Concept: 7.1.I. The United States continued its transition from a rural, agricultural economy to an urban, 
industrial economy led by large companies. 
Ideas: urban america, laissez-faire economic policy  
 
 
Key Concept: 7.1.III. During the 1930s, policymakers responded to the mass unemployment and social 
upheavals of the Great Depression by transforming the U.S. into a limited welfare state, redefining the goals and 
ideas of modern American liberalism.  
Ideas: New Deal, Social Programs, Changing Role of Gov’t 
 
 
Key Concept: 7.2.I. Popular culture grew in influence in U.S. society, even as debates increased over the effects 
of culture on public values, morals, and American national identity. 
Ideas: World War I Home Front, New Mass Media (Radio & Cinema), Harlem Renaissance, modernism, science 
vs. religion 
 
 
Key Concept 7.2.II. Economic pressures, global events, and political developments caused sharp variations in 
numbers, sources, and experiences of both international and internal migrants.  
Ideas:  Great Migration, Red Scare, immigration restrictions, War time economy,Immigration from Mexico  
 
 
Key Concept: 7.3.I. In the late 19th century and early 20th century, new U.S. territorial ambitions and 
acquisitions in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific accompanied heightened public debates over America’s 
role in the world.  
Ideas: (Imperialism, Anti-Imperialist’s arguments, Spanish-American War) 
 
 
Key Concept: 7. 3.II. World War I and its aftermath intensified ongoing debates about the nation’s role in the 
world and how best to achieve national security and pursue American interests. 
Ideas: Treaty of Versailles, Interventionism vs Isolationism, Rise of Fascism/Totalitarianism (WWII) 
 
 
Key Concepts: 7.3.III. U.S. participation in World War II transformed American society, while the victory of the 
United States and its allies over the Axis powers vaulted the U.S. into a position of global, political, and military 
leadership.  
Ideas: Mobilization for war, Nazi Germany, Wartime experiences (women, Japanese Americans, African 
Americans) postwar peace settlements 
 
 
Additional Information about APUSH Key Concepts is located at the following site.  →  
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf

