
We Are The Millers, The Mighty, Mighty Millers…Washburn 
High School Football Cheer circa.,1976 
!
!

!
Last Christmas my Uncle Thomas Robinson Smith, Washburn High 
School  class of 1958, sent me my grandaunt Bernice Robinson’s 1928 
WHS yearbook, which has been in our family for as long as the school has 
been open, 91 years. As I perused this bit of Washburn’s history it 
became apparent that the annual needed to go back to its source and be 
returned to Washburn. I contacted Principal Dr. Emily Palmer and told her 
that Uncle Tom and I wanted to bequeath it to Washburn in the hopes it 
would be showcased for current and future students to ponder and 
enjoy. Palmer enthusiastically agreed. As I began giving her a brief story 
of my family’s very long history with WHS, including my parents meeting 
at Washburn and later marrying, Palmer asked that I write the story of my 
family’s legacy with Washburn. As Uncle Tom and I began researching 
Washburn and our own family history at the school what we discovered 
astonished even us.  
!
The Mighty, Mighty Millers…some will remember this football cheer 
from Washburn High School, located in South Minneapolis. As a young 
high school student, I had no idea how Washburn got its name or how 
the school colors were chosen and by whom. I also did not know who 
named the Wahian and how anybody could have come up with that 
name for a school annual. Here’s what Uncle Tom and I found out.  
!
Go Cake Eaters! The inspiration for Washburn’s name came from the 
Washburn Crosby Flour Mills which in 1925, was located not far from the 
school. Washburn Crosby was eventually to become General Mills. 
Washburn’s orange and blue school colors found its inspiration from the 
brand colors on Gold Medal Flour packaging. Gold Medal Flour’s brand 
association colors are the same to this day. In terms of the naming of the 



school’s yearbook, what the first students came up with was truly inspired. 
The1927-28 Student Council and the Annual Board asked their fellow 
students for suggestions on naming the very first “memory book” as they 
called it. The theme of the annual was Building for the Future.  600 
students responded with suggestions, but the title proposed by Virginia 
Miller won the competition. Miller used the first two letters in Washburn 
High Annual to come up with WaHiAn. For 91 years the name has never 
changed giving testament to the creativity of those first on the yearbook 
naming committee and Miller herself.  Even now as I sit skimming 
through this 91 year old memory book I am amazed by the skimpy 
leather helmets football players wore on top their heads. I am refreshed 
to see both men and women dressed with such dignity. Most especially, I 
am delighted to see my Auntie Bernice — complete with the misspelling 
of her first name—Berniss, gazing out at me as a young girl of 17 because 
Aunt Bernice is the first person in my family to have graduated from 
Washburn in the first class of 1928. 
!
Sadly, in 1976 I am the last person in my family to have graduated from 
Washburn. In the 48 years that separate Aunt Bernice and myself, a total 
of 17 family members have attended and graduated from WHS. Over 
three generations, four related families have attended Washburn. Our 
graduation years are: 1928, 2-1933, 2-1934,1936, 2-1954, 2-1958, 
3-1960, 1961, 2-1965, and 1976.  If you're doing the math, only 11 years 
separate an aunt and myself between 1965-1976. Our four family names 
are Robinson, Smith, Helgeson and Purcell. The breaks in time between 
the years designate the two generational changes, which I find 
fascinating. Along with 17 graduating family members, there are four 
couples who met at Washburn and a few years later married with one 
couple still married. Both my own parents and grandparents graduated 
from Washburn and family lore suggests that my parents and I shared the 
same math teacher!  We also boast one homecoming queen in the ’60’s. 
For their homecoming festivities, Uncle Tom (voted most mischievous his 
senior year) and his best friend Tom Gruber, were instrumental in 



persuading Charles Schultz, creator of the Peanuts cartoon characters, to 
design a Charlie Brown Homecoming pin in 1958. Schultz and my 
grandparents were neighbors, so Uncle Tom had a natural ‘IN’ with Mr. 
Schultz. Uncle Tom still keeps two pins in his WHS memorabilia drawer, 
but has recently donated one to WHS. 
!
As a large South Minneapolis family we always knew many of us 
attended WHS, but up until now we never actually knew the extent of it. 
Having all four related families attending the same school we have a 
shared family history unlike any I’ve known before. Had it not been for 
Aunt Bernice saving her Wahian and Uncle Tom holding on to it for so 
long we would never have known about our amazing family history at the 
school nor would Washburn have been donated a  91 year old part of 
their history.  
!
Here’s a 1970’s Washburn cheer to remember :: Orange and Blue, 
Streaking Through. 
!
Go Mighty Miller’s! 
!
!
Written by, 
!
Robin Smith Culbreath, Washburn High School Class of ’76. 
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